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MANGA IS A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT TYPE
OF READING EXPERIENCE.

TO START AT THE BEGINNING,
GO TO THE END!

THAT’S RIGHT!

AUTHENTIC MANGA IS READ THE TRADITIONAL JAPANESE WAY—

FROM RIGHT TO LEFT, EXACTLY THE OPPOSITE OF HOW AMERICAN

BOOKS ARE READ. IT'S EASY TO FOLLOW: JUST GO TO THE OTHER
END OF THE BOOK, AND READ EACH PAGE—AND EAGH PANEL—
FROM RIGHT SIDE TO LEFT SIDE, STARTING AT THE TOP RIGHT.
NOW YOU'RE EXPERIENGING MANGA AS IT WAS MEANT TO BE.
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A detactive oraste by Japan's first mystery writer, Edogewa Rampc. Like Sherlock
Holmes, ha was axemely intsligent and ahuays outkited his opponents.
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HONDRIFIGS EXPLAINE

]

Throughout the Del Rey Manga backs, you willfind Japanese honorifics
laft intact in tha <ranslations. For thosa not familiar with how the Japanase
use honorifics and, mora important, how they differ from American honorifics,
we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a oiitical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratifisd society. use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someons in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of a
suffx attached to one’s name (example: *Asuna-san’), is used as a title at the
end of one's name, or appears in place of the name itself (example: “Negi-
senssi,” or simply “Senssil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the context
of manga and anime, honorifics give insight nto the nature of the refationship
between characters. Many Engish translations leave out these important
honorifics and therefore distort the feal of the original Japanese. Because
Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack, it is our
policy at Del Rey not to transiate them. Here, instead, is a quids to some of
the honorifics you may encounter in Del Rey Manga.

-sam:  This is the most common honorific and is ecuivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It s the all-purpase honorific and can be
Used in any situation where politeness is required.

This is one level higher than *-san” and is usec to confer great
respect.

~dono:  This comes from the word “tono.” which means “lord.” It is an
even higher level than *-sama” and confers utmost respect.

-kun:  This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
famillarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.
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(Kanagaws Prefecture, Taka, 50, Employes)

“Caexistance might e possible. Atter ll, there are far fewer
orosites than there arc Rumans, 90 why not let them cot 3 few
7037 Or 30 & nature-loving, reckless allen might sor.”
(Hiosh twaakt)

“Parasyte is really scary. So is Shiniohi. 1 hope he daesrit become
amyoss human..*

(Nigata Prefecture, taomin, 26)

1 belleve the pratagonist of a story Is ike a traveier In places
ortinary humans seldom tread. A reaers, § hope that you wilt
follow him nta this inhuman world. The further we get from
human, the greater our understanding of what I 1 to be hu-
man may become. | hopel”

(o5 heaasi)

~

THE READERS ASK, THE AUTHOR ANSWERS
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Parasyte volume 4
KODANSHA GOMICS Digital Edition

STORY AND ART BY HITOSHI IWASKI
Parasyte volume & capyright @ 1992 HITOSHI IWAAKI

English translation copyright © 2015 HITOSHI IWAAKI

All vights reserved.

First published in Japan in 1992 by Kodansha Ltd., T
Electronic Publishing rights for this English edition arranged through
Kodansha Ltd, Tokyo.

Na portion of this book may be reproduced or transmittzd in any form or
by any means without written permission from the copyright holders.

English digital edition published by Kadansha Advanced Medis, LLC,
San Francisco,

wwkodnshacomics.com

ISEN: 9781652331262
Digiial Tition: 10.0
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(Hokkaico, Takei Ghikako, 3, Housowife)

"gust as what's going o happen noxt is a closoly guardod
secret, 30 Is the projected lenyth of the book. It will eventu-
aliy en. { hink there are two ways for 2 long-running manga
Sorios to eni—tho story can e, or the story con conciue.
For example, many of Tozuka Osamu's manga end in the fatter
fashion. I hope Parasyte can end that way, 100."

(s twaass)

“Parasites kil and eat humans to survive. But this makes -
mans worss than them! We kil amimsls and plants for prof."
(Saga Prefecture, AH, 16, Suden)

“Humans, especlally those In developed countries, are fiving
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