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people you knuw. This s an alter-
nate reality where everything is
familiar and strange at the same
time.

Sakura has a mysterlous powe,
a power that no one understands, a
puwer that can change the wrld.
On the day she goes to the dig to
declare her love for Syaoran, a
mysteriaus symhol is uncovered
that will have vast repercussions
fur Sakura and Syaoran. It marks
the beginning of 2 quest that will
take Syaoran and his friends
thraugh warlds that will be familiar ta any GLAMP fan, as uur herves
encounter places and characters from X, Chobits, Magic Knight Rayearth,
xHOLIC, and many more! But al that matters to Syaoran is his goal:
saving Sakura.

Special extras in each volume! Read them aif!
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MUSHISHI

Yuki URUSHIBARA

THEY HAVE EXISTED SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME.

ome live in the tesp tarkness

behind your eyelids. Some eat
silence. Soms houghllessly kill.
Some simply drive men ma.
Shortly after life emerged trom
the primordial ooze, these deadly
erealures, mushi, came into
terifying being. And they stil

exisl and wreak havae in the world
today. Ginko, a young man with a
sardonic smile, has the knowledge
and skil 0 save those plaguod by

mushi . .. perhaps.
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BY AKIRa HirRamoTO

THE UNREAL LIFE OF ROBERT JOHNSON

egend has it that if you
take your guitar and stand
alt a crossraats at the witching
hour, the tdevil will anpear.
He'll grab your instrument,
play a song, and hand il
back to you. You'll walk away
an expert bluesman, hut you'll
have to pay the price: your
immortal soul.
n 1929, deep in the
Mississippi Delta, Rl takes
a midnight stroll o he oo
crossroads—and his life s
forever changed.

© A phantasmagoric reimagining
of the I of legendary blues
‘great Robert Johnson

[ o 16
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From HiRo MASHIMA,
CREATOR OF RAVE MASTER

B
i ochie oo

Lucy has always dreamed of joiing the Fairy Tai, a club for the most
powerful sorcerers in th land. But once she becames a mamber, the
fun really strts!

Special extras in each volume! Read them all!
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From the Monthly Afternvon Readers’ page. m
il

PanasyTES

2]

D0 you agree with Hirokauias wards In Chapter 55, that men are the
trup parasites? Does the word parasyTe’ reler ot o the parasios but
o numansz”

ko Prefocture, Hidarl, 17, Student)

“That was Mirokawa's opinion, not my own. But ‘parasyte’
mignt weilreter to humans. After al,all Wing hings ars Iing
arashically on the earth.”

{smoant moaki)

‘Question foryau: I Shinchi had a chid with Murano Satoshi, would ht
hic inhert some of ig'scels? That ol be very nteresting”
(Toyams Prefecturs, New Parasyte, 16, Stucert)

“Like The Fiy 21 But Migi's cells aren't small enough to Rilch 2
ride on 2 tadpoe..”

(Hiosht swaaki)

B A

THE READERS ASK, THE AUTHOR ANSWERS
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From the Manthly Afternoon Readers’ page...

PanAsYTE®

“Tamura Relko, who spant her fme searching for  reason for hor oxs-
fonce. Goto, much 00 strang, and eventualy burmed himselfaut I the
eatofbatle Hirakaus, who, though human, 1000 With the parastes,
boiting out the extravagance of manking. Uragan, the personiica:
tion ofall manking's most negative tais.

“Butinthe end, the stiongest, most positive oros was Satomi The.
‘conclusions Shinici eached after spasking with many paresites, and
facinglfe anc death over andl over again..u/as where Satomi started
out. No matter how foolish they are, no matter haw hopeless thei fu-
ture may b, mankind is not yet last. Everyone knows that, really—
welve just forgotten. I this Sacause of our meterialsto cvilzation?
Bt ifyou stip humarity of all ts decorations and leave it aked.
Shinehi knows how wonderful that is. And Migi doss, toa..just 3%
Tamura Rk davalops new mat ons by caring for har chid, Mg
dovsioped by watshing Shinichi and Satomi. Tis story, obviously,
dascribas Shinichis rowth, bt it also shows Agi. 1 hink the ast
Scona was 010 conclusiva stop alang thal journey. Tvo nover ssen
another book that mado 1 tink his dsoply about human . hwaaki-
San. Thank you”

(Gunima Prafacture, 7777)

Satom tended to he more passive, 5o she was never as popu-
tar 25 the aggressive, outgoing Kana. But L hope she caught up
at the ond. Tho childist moments Kana showsd botwasa hor
tough facaite, and the daring Satami showed in the spotlight—I
fovo drawing chasacter's surprising, uncharactoristic actions.
Lalways 001 28 if P'vo grown 1o undorstand thom botior.”
hitoshi fwaaki)

THE READERS ASK, THE AUTHOR ANSWERS
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GHAPTER 8: THE END
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STORY BY MiYuKi KoBavasHi
ManGa BY NaTsumi ANbo
CREATOR OF Zobiac P.

HUNGRY HEART

ajika is a great cook and likes to
make meals for the people she
loves. But something is missing from
er fife. When she was a child, she
met a boy wh fouched her heart—
and now Nalka is determined to find
him. The only clue she has i a silver
spoon thatleads her 1o the prestigious
Seika Academy.
Atfending Seika will be a challenge.
Every kit al the school lias a special
talent, and the girls in Najiks's class
think she doesn’t deserve 10 be there
But Sora and Daichi, two popular
brothers who barely speak to each
olher, recognize Najika's ooking for
‘what it is—magical. Could one of the
boys e Najika's mysterious prince?

Special extras in each volume! Read them alt!
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Manca BY AKINARI Nao
STORY BY Yuva Aoki

PSYCHIC TEENS ON THE RUNI

Out of the blus, a beautiful
i asks Kakeru to run away
with her. This could be any boy's
dream coms true, but there's
something strange zfoot.

It turns out that this girl Is
on the run from a shadawy
government organiztion intent
on using her psychic abilties
for its own nefarious ends. But
why does she need Kakeru's
elp? Could It be that ha has
secret pawers, too?

» Story by Yuya Aoki,
creator of Gat Backers

Special extras in each volume! Read them ali!
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PeacH-PIT

Creators of Dears and Rozen Maiden

varybody at Seiyo Elementary

thinks that stylish and super-caol
Amu has it all. But nobody knows the
real Amu. a shy gl who wishes she
at the touraye to tuly be hersell.
Changing Amu’s ife Is going to take
more than wishes and dreams—i's
guing 1o tske a lille magie! One
morning, Amu finds a surprise in her
bed: three sirange litle eggs. Each
egg contains a Guardian Charaster,
an ange-like heing who can give her
the powor 10 be somsone new. With
the help of her Guardian Characters,
Amu is about to discover that her Irie
self is even more amazing than she
ever dreamed.

Special exiras in each volume! Read them allt
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From the Reader’s Page

PaRasYTES

o]

ke o thank you for all nefltor 'v receivad. Parasyta has ended
0 1he best manner | was capable o coming up with. By best, | mean
with out any prossurs or arguments about {he DUBINArs Schodul,
Wit out any financial reed an my part—simply et the story -
SO dlctatod an cnding. | s abIc o find my way 10 & natural con-
clusion wihout anything or anyan getting in my way. Thi was only
possibie Wil tho gECrous SuppOTt of o ATIGEROGN odltors, and the
constant support | received from many, many readers. | can't hank
you snough.

1 e rogelved o number of lettors wishing | vould Gotinue the
Sories. Naturaly, | am gratefa for these as well, But diferent manga
artsts approach their work in diferent mamners. Some keep their
Gharacters active 5 long a3 the work remains popula, whie others.
ave a definite story in mind that leads to & conclusive ending. | am
the ltter type, which seems 1o be the minorty in Japanese manga
st the moment. Parasyte may have seen @ monthly sarial, but it was
ane lang, lng stry. It would never do t force 1o continue and end
up distorting the completeness of the wark as 3 whole. As far a5 I'm
concernad, the story is dane. Any futher svents in these characters”
ves 1 lsaue to the raarlors! imaginations. Shinichi and Migi aro both
stillvory much alie..(But plaase dort o pro and actually cortinue
thai atventuras, W do hava copyright laws!)

1 really enjoyed workirg on the saries. For a whils, I shallbe saying
9000-by010 Afternoon, but Hopa toreturn somariay. May you al boin
good heatth
IHitosh tuazki)

THE AUTHOR EXPLAINS HIS FEELINGS ON COMPLETING THE SERIES.
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Throughout the Del Rey Manga backs, you willfind Japanese honorifics
laft intact in tha <ranslations. For thosa not familiar with how the Japanase
use honorifics and, mora important, how they differ from American honorifics,
we present this brief overview.

Politeness has always been a oiitical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feudal era, when Japan was a highly stratifisd society. use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speech that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someons in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of a
suffx attached to one’s name (example: *Asuna-san’), is used as a title at the
end of one's name, or appears in place of the name itself (example: “Negi-
senssi,” or simply “Senssil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the context
of manga and anime, honorifics give insight nto the nature of the refationship
between characters. Many Engish translations leave out these important
honorifics and therefore distort the feal of the original Japanese. Because
Japanese honorifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack, it is our
policy at Del Rey not to transiate them. Here, instead, is a quids to some of
the honorifics you may encounter in Del Rey Manga.

~sam:  This is the most common honorific and is ecuivalent to Mr.,
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. It s the all-purpase honorific and can be
Used in any situation where politeness is required.

This is one level higher than *-san” and is usec to confer great
respect.

~dono:  This comes from the word “tono.” which means “lord.” Itis an
even higher level than *-sama” and confers utmost respect.

-k This suffix is used at the end of boys’ names to express
famillarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
among friends, or when addressing someone younger or of a
lower station.
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This is used to express endearment, mostly toward gils. I is
also used for lttle boys, pets. and even among lovers. It gives
& sense of childish cuteness.

This is an informal way to refer to a boy, similar 1o the Engiish
terms *Kid" and *squirt”

“This ttle suggests that the addressee is one’s senior in a grup
o organization. It s most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upperclassmen as “sempai.” It can
also be used in the workplace, such as when a newer employee
addresses an employes who has seniority in the company.

This is the opposite of “sempa’ and is used loward
underclassmen in school or newcomers in the workplace. It
connotes that the addressee is of a lower station.

Literally meaning *one who has come before," this itle is used
for teachers. doctors. or masters of any profession or art,

This s usually forgotten in these lists, but t s perhaps the most
significant cifference between Japznese and English. The lack
of honarific means that the speaker has permission fo address
the persan in a very intimate way. Usually, anly family, spouses.
or very close friends have this kind of permission. Known as
yobisute, it can be gratifying when someone who has eamed
the intimacy starts to call one by one’s name without an honor-
ific. But when that intimacy hasn't been eamed, it can be very
insulting
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Japanaso is & ticky language for most Westorors, and translaton is often mora an art
than a science. For your edifcation and reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the
places where we could have gone in a diferent drection or where & Japenese cultural
raforence s used

Oba-san, page 50

Largely en untranslatable exchange, since she's objecting (o his form of
addiess. Tha Japanese 1anguage prefers using names o s 6 any of the

many secon persan pronours. Since Stinichl soesn't ko her name, he
first calls her obis-san, which lerally means “grancimother” and s often
used wilh people her age. When she snaps al him, hie changed i 10 0Dz-san,
whict i oflan usadt 1o refer o middla-2ged woman,

means “aunt

T
e
ora you [ saw,
NEPHEN. areno | youLie
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Ronin, page 206

Entranzo to university n Japan recuires pass ng a d it oxam,
Students who all the exam for thelr Lniversity of choice are called
i, afer he old word for mesterless samurat They attend cran

schooks and study hard, rying 1o pass the axar the noxt yoar.

zum

SHINIGHI
8
RONN

Toys, page 249

“The kari hero says “human,” but tho fuigana says “10y” | had o
one, and | figurec toy mads  clear that his was Uragami talking.

7277, page 262
This pen nam appears to be in Chinese.

Teurumi Shunsuke, page 268

Shunsuie Tsururmi, [1922-] is & Japanese terary orit o and philosopher famous
anough 10 have a stub on Wikipadia. Apparently, ho 5 quits the manga fan

unko, page 268

anari Buriko is similr fo Penguin Classios—
apublisher of erary classios in aflordable paperbacks.
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