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Throughout the Del Rey Manga books, you willfind Japanese hnerifics left
intact in the translations. For those ot familiar with how tha Japaness use
honorifics and, mare important, how they difer from American hanorifics,
we present his brisf overview.

Foliteness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feucal era when Japan was a highly straiified saciety, use of
honorifics—which can be defined as polite speecn that indicates relationship
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually <akes the form of
a suffix attached 1o one's name (example: “Asuna-san"), is used as a title
atthe end of ane's name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensel” or simply "Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. In the context
ofmanga and anime, honarifics give insight into the nature of the relationship.
between characters. Many English translations leave out these important
honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the original Japanese. Because
Japaness honarifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack, it is our
policy at Del Rey not to translate them. Here, instead, is  guide to some of
the honarifics you may encounter in Del Rey Manga.

This is the most common honorific and is squivalent to M-
Miss, Ms., o Mrs. It is the all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any stuation where politeness is require

-sama:  This is one level higher than “-san” and is used to canfer great
respect,

“This comes from the word “tono,” which means *lord." Itis an
‘even higher level than “-sama anc confers Lmost respect.

This sufix is used at the end of boys' names to express
famillarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
‘among friends, or when addressing someone younger of of a
lower station.
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Kohai

Sensel

This is used 1o express encearment, mostly toward girs. It is
also used forittle boys, psts, and sven among lovers. It gives.
asense of childish cuteness.

“This s an informal way to refer to a boy, similar to tho English
torms “kid” and "squirt.”

This ttle suggests that the addressee s one’s senior ina group.
o organization. It is most often used in a school seting, where
underclassmen rofer o their upperciassmen as “sempai” It
can alsa be used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in the
company.

This s the opposile of “-sempai” and is used loward
underclassmen in school of newsommers n the workplace. It
connotes that the addresse is of a lower station

Literally meaning "one who has como before,” this o is used
for teachers, dactars, or masters of any prafession ar ar.

-[blank]: This is usually forgotten in these lists, but it is perhaps the most

significart difference between Japanese and English. The
lack of honarific means that the speaker has permission to
address the person in a very intimate way. Usually, only fam-
ily, spouses, or very close friends have this kind of permis-
sion. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when someone
who has sarned the infimacy starts to call one by ane’s name.
wilhoul an hanorfic. Bul when thal inimacy hasn'l been
eared, it can be very nsulting.
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TRANSLATED AND AUAPTED BY ANDREW CUNNINGHAM
LETTERED BY FOLTI DESIGN
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From the Monthy Mternoon Readers pag....

PARASYTE [PERFECT EDITION] 2 ml‘

2]

"Tho Parasyto covorwas lomityng! 1 as sure would have badcroams.
about 1, but | couldrit take my eyes off 1" (Kanagava Prefecture,
Goulou Yurniko, 30, Oiice Lagy)

“To tell the truth, i scared me, (90, 1 had thought it would he
a Htte unny to look at, hut...iere’s a saying that @ picture
15 made at the tip of your pen. It's often true that the final
lcture Is very different trom what | had plonned 10 draw. So
he picture i drew tagt week contained more fear than humor.
Mext time ¥ golng €0 try something fun, but who knows?"
(Hitoshi waki)

s getting more and mare frightening, but also better. Kesp up the
oot work! (Nagano Prafactare, Honma inoru, 29, Businassinan)

“Summer 15 the season for drinking beer, bu the moment
slcoiol enters my system my abillies suffer, and { can’t con-
centrate at al. So 1 never drink while Vm working. 45 hot 85
it is,  go withaut deinking for weeks at 3 fime...and the taste
of that trst beer when the lssue Is flaaly done is 3 Joy no one
else can experience. Tsking this much pleasure out of such an
‘easily foun beverage is good for my wallet.” (Hitoshi twaoki)

a a

THE READERS ASK, THE AUTHOR ANSWERS
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@ From the Munthy Afternoon Readers’ page.

7/ pannevre prarect enmion 2

J
B

“As Mgl leams more about human sockety, and bealns fo
ndersiand the human heart, Shinichl seoms ta 5o doveloping the
parasites! rutlessness.” (Shizoks Prefeoture, Natsume Sigetaks,
i Servan)

“Humanness=impressiveness in my Book. Mony CRagEs are
In store for Shinichi, but piease wait and to find out what.”
(Hioshy twaakl)

“Tris summer 1 met a major fim diretor in Los Angeles, and he
louad Parasyte. t0o. | used the word paraste o explain Wil and was
very surprsan 10 560 a charactor appsar who did the same thing
(YamaguoniPretesture, ik, 20, Student]

“18's always fun when peaple fram ather countries fike your
work. Pve never wanted o draw the kind of manga that can be
enjoyed anly by ane group of people, in one country, for 3 short
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