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~chan:  This is used to express endearment, mostly toward girls. It is
also usad forlttle boys, pets, and even among lovers. It gives
a sense of childish cuteness.

Bozu:  This s an informal way to refer to a boy, similar ta the English
terms “kid” and “squirt.

Sempai/

This title suggests that tne addresse is ones semior ina group
or arganization. Itis most often used in a school setting, where
underclassmen refer to their upoerclassmen as “sempai” It
can also be Used in the workplace, such as when a newer
employee addresses an employee who has seniority in fhe
company.

Kohal:  This is the opposite of “sempal’ and is used toward
undsrclassmen in schaol or newcomers in tha workplace. It
connotes that the addresses is f a lower station.

Lilerally meaning “one who has came before,” tis litle s used
for teachers, doctors, or masters of any profession or art.

s is usually forgotten in these lists, but it s perhaps tha most
significant difference between Japanese and English. The
lack of honorific means that the speaker has permission to
address the person n & very intimate way. Usually, only fam-
ily, Spouses, or very close friends havo this kind of permis-
sion. Known as yobisute, it can be gratifying when someone
who has earned the intimacy starts to call one by one's name
without an honorific. But when that intimacy hasn't been
sarned, it can be very insulting





9 - Parasyte v1-009.jpg
GHAPTER 1: INUAGION

CHAPTER 2: WILD ARIMAL
GHAPTER 3: EOATAET
EHAPTER 0: KILLERS AURR
GHAPTER §: STRDUKOLIE
GHAPTER §: TRMIYE RYTKE
CHEPTER 7: ATTACE
CHRPTER 8: GPECIES

CHAPTER 9: MOTHER

n

n

167





8 - Parasyte v1-008.jpg





3 - Parasyte v1-003.jpg





2 - Parasyte v1-002.jpg
HITOSHI IWARKI

TRANSLATED AND ADAPTED BY ANDREW CUNNINGHAM
LETTERED BY FOLTZ DESIGN

BALLANTINE BOOKS - NEW YORK





5 - Parasyte v1-005.jpg
HONORIFIGS EXPLAINED e
—

Throughout the Dl Rey Manga baoks, you willfind Japanese hanorifics left
intact in the translations. For thosa ot familiar with how the Japaness use
honorifics and, more important, how they difer from American honorifics.
we present this brief overview.

Foliteness has always been a critical facet of Japanese culture. Ever
since the feucal era, when Japan was a highly strarified society. use of
honorifics—uwhich can be defined as polite speecn that indicates relationship.
or status—has played an essential role in the Japanese language. When
addressing someone in Japanese, an honorific usually takes the form of
a suffix attached 1o one's name (example: “Asuna-san’), is used as a title
atthe end of one’s name, or appears in place of the name itself (example:
“Negi-sensei” or simply “Senseil’).

Honorifics can be expressions of respect or endearment. Inthe context
afmanga and anime, honarifics give insight inta the nature of the relationship
between characters. Many English translations leave aut these important
honorifics and therefore distort the feel of the ariginal Japanese. Bacause
Japanes honarifics contain nuances that English honorifics lack, it is our
policy at Del Rey ot to transiate them. Here, instead, is a guide to some of
the honorifics you may encounter in Del Rey Manga.

“This is the most common hanorific and s equivalent to M.
Miss, Ms., or Mrs. ILis Lhe all-purpose honorific and can be
used in any stuation where politeness is required.

-sama:  This is one level higher than *-san” and is used to confer great
respect.

~dono:  This comas from the word “tona,” which means “lord.” It is
aven a higher level than *-sama® and confers utmost respest.

-kum:  This suffi is used at the end of boys' names 10 express
famillarity or endearment. It is also sometimes used by men
smang friends, or when addressing someone younger or of
lower station.
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FROM RIGHT SIDE TO LEFT SIDE, STARTING AT THE TOP RIGHT.
NOW YOU'RE EXPERIENGING MANGA AS IT WAS MEANT TO BE.
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Teukahara Bokuden, page 56

Toukahara Bokuden (name given in Japanese
order, 1489-1571) was a famed swordsiman of
the Sengoku Warting States Period.

Migl, page 66

Tha ward migi maans “right.” Parasyto was frst
publisned in English by TokyoPop in @ now-out-
of-print ediion that “fipped the orginal Japanese
arterork 50 that t would reac left 0 right—which
meant that the parasite had to be named “Lefty™
This Del Rey refssue restares the original orentation.
but even now that Migi i again truy on the right
i, “Bighty” just coesn't sound right!

b

Killer's aura, page 117

Tho ttla of this chepter,"Satsuld, " a groat word that we just don't have

in Englieh. Just befare a hurman ils anather, they emit safsuki which skiled

fighters can sense. Later in the chapter this is shown as an insect hovering
ehing them. I've ranslated this phvase as “Kiler's aura.”
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Japanaso i a ticky language for most Westorors, and translation is often more an art
than a science. For your edifcation and reading pleasure, here are notes on some of the
places where we could have gone in a diferent drection or where & Japanese cultural
raference ' sed

Catalog, pa

Shinichis mother s reading a furture catalos here.
Wail-order furniure s much more popuiar  Japan
than in Amarica, and most paoplo ordar il thoir
furniturs from catalogs.

Run-together text, page 42
Whon the parasito ropaats the naws intha original
Japanese, he dossnt uss any ki characters. The
implication i that he is mouthing the sourds of

he language witout registering their meaning.

More polite than it looks, page 46

Ive replaced the original ing here. Mig's choice
of porsonal pronouns has shifiad from tnc rough
common oreto the polit, formal atashi.Inthe
original Jaoanese, Shinichi comments that the
polts watash dossn't match Migis face.
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From the Manthly Afternoon Readers' page.

PARASYTE [PERFECTEDITION]1

hato the herror ane spattr gonrcs, but odly, | snjoy Parasy o, AS
1o human popuiaion continuos 1o 6xpand, somtning o this might
actualy appon. I i ust scarys i also Makes us hink. And U also
TUnNY, Whch males ta booki Can put down. (Kanagavi Pretecture,
Kuroda Hisa, 3, Oifco Workor)
“Parasyto s really fun! | was amazed when the dog tumed into soms
Sortor ba Stinichi and g7 strange rolationship s lsoneat. Al hail
WazKI-ShIS 16asI” (Tokyo, Shiyotsuru Mahva, 25, Otfce Worker)
1 bogan arawing this ook whon I wondorod what would bag-
e if living croaturos bosidos Humans, tho lives wa put xo
tto valuo in, woro sranted ondemous powsr. Pay cioso atton-
tion 10 tho parasite’s uncanay logic.” (Hitoshi fwaaki)

e pue e Ot 5

“Wil humans sventually consume the Earth? Wih that thought In
ind, the bellef that the parasites e cvl s notaing more han hurran
Selfishness " (Satama Prefecture, Taohi CHtchi, 22, Student)

“The Tturs of maTkind, unabie t feel even a IRte pain 5. IBaraKk!
Pretecture, Nakal Vuusuke, 26, Student)

1 thick we aiso should bo thinking aBout the futurd of man-
kinl. But ano numan noping for tho happinoss of all accom-
iishes nothing. The hest we can do Is fook after our familles,
nelgnbors, and any people or INIng things we come In contact
with. 1 ehink that’s enough. Mumanity wil not e saved by sta-
stics, but by the warmth of IndWiduals.” [HHSI waaks)

a
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PARASYTE [PERFECTEDITION] 1

“Tris improssad me mora than any novel or movie. Nol just s6i-fi
horrar—it mada ma think about the sirengths and weaknsssss of
mankind.” (Hyogo Prefecture. keda Nobus, 3, Offce Worker)
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2 greatjob it . Tokyo, Yuuf, 20, Studont)
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2y, 50 hod works can suddeniy shine when fiimed, or the other
way sround.

“The movies I fike tend to be like 3 single life-form from
beginning 10 end. Presumatly the makers put their bisod and
bodies into it, and captured the essence of the work. Without
passion, nothing gaod can be made.” (Hitosh! lwaaki]

“Readling Parasyte makes me think about human arragance toward
ture), makes me wonder f numans are denying the fact thatthey are
part of nature. uaaki-san. what do you think sbaut artfiial versus
rotural?”
The word ‘mature’ can mean many things. o the narrowest
sense of the ward, then, arfifcial and natural are oppasites.
The nature we humans are trying to protect fits that narrow
detinition. Sut in the broater sense of the word, humans are
part of nature. Even i we hecome aragant, polfute and de-
stroy the world, that is all part of nature.

Al we humans can do is protect aature s we would our-
solves.” (Hitoshi Iwaaki]
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