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In yet another instaliment of our much
beloved feature answering letters of other
magazines, we give you this pearl from Spin
magazine’s August 1999 issue.

al) LS. — 000, good argument.
Americans are well known
for not buying crap! It's
their insatiable passionate
yeamning for high quality
that's led to the success of:
Broadway’s Miss Saigon, Jenna
Elfman, The Waterboy, MAD
©on CD-Rom, MAD on T.V.,
MAD Magazine, T.G.l. Friday’s,
Chicken Soup For The Soul,
Family Circus (excluding ones
that Billy draws), Sinbad, AOL,
Pokémon, Hanson, Richard
Simmons’ Deal-A-Meal,
Richard Simmons’ Sweatin’
To the Oldies and the
Hard Rock Cafe! —Ed.

PHOT. GO SORASN

THE MEASURE
OF AMANDA

1 just love your magazine! So does my
dad! I'm 10 years old and I'll be turning
11 the 25th of October. As a faithful
reader I buy MAD Magazine as much
as I can. Since I love your m.

gazine and
1try to buy every issue, | was wondering
if you would give

me a subscription to
ine. Thank you for
ughter into my life!

your wonderful m;
bringing so much

Amanda Patton, Indianapolis, IN
Mandy — It's rare that we receive a letter
50 heartwarming and uplifting as yours.
We are enomously grateful and happy
that you enjoy reading MAD and we hope
you will continue to do so in the future.
We were also delighted to leam of your
birthday and hope that you had the most
special of special days. We only wish we
could have been there. As for your request
for the free subscription to help celebrate
your birthday — no way! —d.

ke 4 Dumb.
Weabe Foundation™

This letter is written for your considera-
tion for the Wake A Dumb Wisk Faundation™
Tused to live at Brit: House in Douglas
Last year I moved from room 24 to room 23,
Shortly after I moved into room 23 1
discovered 1 had a neighbor living in the
hotel opposite who brightened my life
during the time she lived there. She had a
habit of standing in front of the window
in her underwear. I never knew her name
or even who she was but she had an effect
on me. Naturally I missed her when she
moved out before Christmas. I'm not trying
t0 trace her. I daresay if she read this letter
it would put her off me anyway. I¢'s just
that if somebody brings a bit of happiness
into your heart, why not let it be known?
You've guessed it, I'm a sad loser, but

this is Wake A Dumb Wish Fouundation™

Ian Ellis, Great Britain

lan you freakin' bloody English perv —
Thanks for your letter, BUT WHAT'S YOUR
BLOODY WISH? HERE'S THE DEAL — WHEN
YOU WRITE TO THE 7Hake A Dumb Wish
Faundation ™ YOU GOTTA HAVE A DUMB
WISH! WE READ YOUR LETTER 12 BLOODY
TIMES AND WE COULDN'T FIND A BLOODY
WISH! HERE'S OUR WISH, AND IT'S NOT EVEN
DUMB! WE WISH THAT WHEN YOU AND
OTHER NIMRODS WRITE YOU'D INCLUDE

A WISH! Cheerio and God Save The Queen!
—The Ed. of Wales.



The Pope, Ricky Martin, any babe
from Friends, Kobe Bryant, C-Span
talking head Brian Lamb (stil),

g Senator Jesse Helms, Harry Potter
[ auihor 1. Rowing, Bill Gates,

Dr. Jack Kevorkian, Bryant
Gumbel, Hillary or Chelsea Clinton,
Fred Durst of Limp Bizkit, any cast
member of Dawson's Creek,
Oprah, John Malkovich, Pete Rose,
James Brown, tennis babe Anna
Kournikova, J.D. Salinger, Ron Popeil,
any Beatle (living), Harrison Ford, Alan
Alda, David Letterman, Zac Hanson,

In order to celebrate the new millennium, we have created the Ed.’s
Nifty Fifty™ Celebrity Snaps wish list for the year 20001 If we print your
photo of any of the following celebrities holding an issue of MAD, you will
receive a three-year subscription and a special secret prize! (Photos cannot
be retumed.) And now, without further ado, here’s the Ed.’s Nifty Fifty™.

Monica Lewinsky, Linda Tripp,
Siegfried and/or Roy, John

Ml aughiin, the kid from The Sixth
Sense, Neil Armstrong, any member
of The Supreme Court (in their robe),
Michael Jordan, Barbra Streisand,
Spike Lee, Woody Allen or Soon-,
Deepak Chopra, Jerry Lewis, Gary
Larson, Kerri Strug, Lisa Marie Presley,
any Nobel Prize winner of the last

10 years, Ivana Trump, Michael Buffer,
Brandi Chastain (bonus points for no
top on), James Carville and Mary
Matalin and Maya Angelou!

Earlier this year, I got a chance to meet
our one and only Jerry Springer. He is in
the issue he is holding (“MAD Celebrity
Cause-of-Death Betting Odds” issue #3

T hope this qualifics me for a thry
subscription. Sorry it looks like I am
sleeping in the picture.

)

Judy Sang, New York, NY |
For sending us the picture of her sleeping |

with Jerry Springer and an Envelope of the

Month, the lovely Judy Sang of New York, NY hits
the daily double of the Letters and Tomatoes Dept.!
0o wee, it doesn't get any better than this!
Congratulations on your three-year.
subscription for your
Celebrity Snapli

o
VISIT THE MAD WEB SITE!
hitp://www.madmag.com
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JUDD AND JURY DEP!

The Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States declares “No person (shall) be subject for
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb...” Hopefully, that means the people at
Paramount won’t write, produce, distribute, and make us suffer through another turkey as bad as...

I'm Slick Parcels,  rich and

influential financier! I'm

raising money here to help under- [

privileged school kids by buying

the underprivileged Kids to look
at the paintings through my
w once a month for a

culturally uplifting experiencel

Call me a humanitarian, call me
it's just my nature!

I'm Motley, the kid! Having
wealthy parents means | get a
very healthy allowance, but |
don't spend any of it! I'm
saving up to buy a personality!
With some expert financial
advice, maybe | can invest some
of it and get myself a life!

I'm Agree, the
Parcels’ best
friend! | work
on Siicks school
charity, tool I'm
a schoolmistress!
I teach at school.
d do my
mistress duties
whenever
Slick's wife
isn't around!

I'm Travesty Layment | was a down-and-out
lawyer, but then | got my act together
and became a down-and-out probation

officer! | really don't belong in this
moviel Many critics were asking what the
hell | was thinking when | agreed to appear
in this dreck, but | can't help myselfl |
hear the word “FUGITIVE" and | show up!

I'm Livid Parcels, Slick's wifel Siick said
he’s going to buy me a $200,000 sallboat
with some of the money he’s raising
tonight! | didn't think that was ethical,
but Slick said | earned it with all the work
1 did, and | guess he’s right! | hand
wrote all the nametags for this fund-
raiser! Over 50 of them! That's in
addition to all the work | do at homel
I'm responsible for hiring our cooks,
maids, gardeners and handymen! But

I'm Vice-President Al Gore, and | was
roommates with Tommy Lee Jones at
Harvard! Why am | here? | was asked

to break some bad news to my old
roomie! Tommy, don't clear any space
on the mantel for an Academy Award!
You're stiffer in this flick than |

am in real lifel Yeah, THAT stiffl



Honey. now do you see
why | love sailing?
The waves lapping the
hull, the wind in the
sails, the blood on
the teak...wh - wha -
what the hell?!

There's blood every-
where, and my husband
isn't anywhere
on board! And I'm
holding the bloody
knife that must have
Killed him! Could
it get any worse?

Yeah, but

yours has a
clause that
says you get

Triple, i it's

in the fog!

4\‘

i

This i the
Coast Guard,
drop the knife,
you murdering

bitch!

1 hate to tell you
this, Livid, but

murder! | have
to take
you in!

f

0ld Maid for
real! You'll
be about
80 years
old when
you get
out for
killing
daddy!

Daddy?!




Now | find out Okay. I was |} i 1 Hmm...we have no

my husbands | | No. that makes too much sensel i . |8 t idea what that means,

alivel Maybe | |, What you should do is exercise | | the Double 5 but on the slim chance
should hire [/ for the next six years, and then Jeopardy || Itsme N it's profound, and

a private eye when you're released, go kill part! | that has not just some crap.

your husband! They can't try || i || tobelieve you made up. we're
you twice for the same crime gonna let you out
~ that's Double Jeopardy! = on probation!

You're here on con- And we have an You're a troublemaker! You took off | | Why do you have
ditional parole! No No entertainment 8:30 curfew! | looking for your son after | told to leave to
drinking, no drugs. of any sort? I'm run a tight ship you not tol I'm not taking any more get coffee?
no smoking, no sex sure the audience herel If you're chances! I'm handcuffing you to this You told me
and no firearms! In watching this not in by 8:30, carl Don't think of pulling any that flask
other words, no movie under- you're confined tricks, either. because I'm leaving you're always
entertainment of any stands exactly for a week - in & you alone, with the keys in the drinking from
sort! Understand? what you mean! the gas chamber! ignition, while | get some coffeel was coffee!

Il say! We're still According to Not exactly! It was sort of
a mile from land some records | [T hate to strangel The only thing that
and they're driving a friendly tell you caught fire and burned to
the rest of the way! car dealer this, but the ground was Agree! Her
gave me, Agree husband might have saved
my friend died in her, but there just wasn't
Agree should afire enough time to save both her
live here! here! and his expensive paintings!

Please. no! With
ferry, but I'l still your barroom breath,
save your lifel | know CPRI I'd rather drown!



I tracked down Because I'm

your paintings | [ Why didn't o Just] | determined. statement! No money. Jost
and they led tell the not smart! the bratty kid! Meet me at No. I'm Cole Sear
me to you! hat tmoes | | voucom keep the cemetery and you can |5 § from The Sixth
And all the They would've your wealth, have him! You won't believe Sensel | spend all
time, | was arrested me, all | want my free time in
ducking freed you, and is Motley! i cemeteries, because
the police!l given Motley back! L wrong! It's all your fauit! A | see dead peoplel

‘not smart” s an under- Are-are y-y-you my son?

Where am I? Let's see... | Party’s You can change < ;
met Slick at the cemetery! over! Hal My name your name, that'l hold him!
He must have knocked me For a dead isno but I've changed my A couple of bullets
unconscious, and put me in man, you longer got a copy finger- in vital places!
a coffin to diel But if seem Shick,
I'm going to die, a coffin

prints! When h % n 7
pretty s Iy jou're rich, ep x ax
is a good place to do it! lively, [+ 0. you A

No. I've got something

‘anything’s

You know, even with all Slick! hold met trlck'
Slick's faults, he is e

thoughtful sometimes! S

Yay! We're
one big,

wid! Re-
kunng Your husband
was fine, but you're

Motley. say hello
to your new

happy . Good news! Your x 1 dad! Whaddya
family daddy just “ going back to jail for
again... ou

j| driving cars off the

um, honest man...and ferry, credit card f knock back
where’s N | pulled the fraud and wrecking f afewto
daddy? ? trigger! school property! celebratel




THE WOOD STOCK DEGENERATION DEPT.

s Nce upon a time, they truly believed
“All you need is love.” But yesterday'’s
hippies are today’s senior citizens with
failing eyesight, arthritic knees and all
the aches and pains that come with liv-
ing too long. Sure, they need love, but

what they need even more are these.

SBteal This
Buook
(Large Print Edition)
A myopia-friendly,
giant-type version of
Abbie Hoffman'’s yippie
classic. In this revised
edition, however, the
phrase “Off the Pig!” is
the title of the chapter
that teaches your
parents to cut their
serum cholesterol
level by eliminating
pork from their diets.
Also available in a
special hard-of-hearing
audio edition as
shouted by The Who's |8
Pete Townshend

ps
i

SR~

Tie-Dged
All we are saying is give pee a chance! These
groovy, rainbow-colored diapers let the old folks
say, "My love for the sixties is still strong even if
my bladder isn't.” Tune in, turn on, drop a load!

Rdjustable
Waterbed

Mow YOU can give
your parents all the
orthopedic benefits
of an adjustable hos-
pital bed with all the
Kinky possibilities
of an authentic
waterbed. Even if

¥ they're too old and
sick to actually have
sex, this unique bed
will transport them
back to their wild
days (and nights) of
endless free love

The Ban| -mm:m
Respiratorg Bystem g@;

Have 2 toke and a smile! After years of wheezing g
through their marijuana-ravaged lungs, mom and

dad can now actually enjoy their breathing disorders.
Funky, yet fully functional, this alternative breathing
apparatus is handsomely decorated with art by
legendary underground cartoonist, R. Crumb.

Y
% ®



Gombination
Nose-Hair (2%
Trimmer/ &

Roach Clip §

At last the old folks can toke
up while they spruce up! This N
one-of-a-Kind device is perfect
for taking that last precious hit
off of a fatty while clipping
away those last unsightly nose
and ear hairs. It's the ultimate
in personal high-giene!

“Easy Rider” Walker
Whether they're going cross-country to see
America or cross-town to see their chiropodist,
here’s the perfect ambulatory accessory for
your favorite broken-hipped Hell's Angel!
Comes complete with authentic Harley-style
handlebars and helmet. 8-track player optional.

Orthopedic
| Go-Bo Boots

Believe it or not, during
the Summer Of Love
your mom used to “really
get down” on the dance
floor.’As sure as her
arches have fallen, her
spirits will be lifted when
= A \ Z L she slips on a pair of
Stairmaster to Heaven . these ultr-hip, podiatit:
Finally, an exercise machine that combines the head- approved Go-Go Boots.
banging sound of heavy metal with the heart-pound- 2 Available in Nancy Sinatra
ing benefit of a heavy workout. The old folks will love white vinyl and Mama
climbing the stairs to the classic Led Zeppelin tunes {- - Cass extra wide.
that climbed the charts! With a top speed of 5 mph pY
and a hearing-impaired-friendly top volume of 35,000
decibels, ma and pa may still die of a heart attack
but we guarantee they'll go with A Whole Lotta Love! J
ARTIST: LESLIE STERNBERGH WRITER: JAY LYNCH 1"
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9 UST A PHRASE WE'RE GOING THROUGH DEPT.

Same magazine, different issue. Same writer, different artist. Same premise, different examples. Heres...

sm. MORE SAME WORDS...

| DID NOT HAVE SEX WITH THAT WOMAN!

THAT #$*&%@

..bard to believe when ...a much easier sell when

Bill Clinton says it. Richard Simmons says it!

...shocking racist comment
when beard on the news. z

IT's

e
_..pretty good deal ...very bad deal at
at the gas pump. the sperm bank!
,—J IT HASN’T STOPPED GOING UP FOR THREE WEEKS! l—‘

o \ 7 e 7

‘fﬂ\”“ T i

0od news if you're -..painful news if
in the stock market. Jyou're on Viagral

...welcome news when it's
about a neighbor’s randy dog. i

...photographer,
sure.

ARTIST: BOB STAAKE



'k W 4 : A
.. bilarious punch line when beard
on an HBO comedy special!

.10t 50 welcome news when it’s
about the latest Don King fight!

CHEESE!

/D
Los 2
N SN AN

...somewhat expected when ...completely expected when a
a cop recounts a drug bust.  wife recounts a repairman’s visit!

—{ HELLO, MY NAME IS PHIL AND I'M AN ALCOHOLIC!

@

7 1(?'11@4-‘-,.»/ oS

..preferred way to kick ....less than choice way to
off an AA meeting. begin a toast at a wedding!

\ -..proctologist,
questionable!

| WRITER: ). PRETE

... A national tragedy” .. *“minimal collateral damage
when it’s the death toll when it’s the death toll from the
at a school shooting. latest NATO bombing mission!

13



El, ANGSTER'S PARADISE DEPT.

WATCHING F.U. ON

HEY, WALTER,
YOURE, LIKE, A “BOOK
GEEK GUY". ARE YOU

GONNA GO TO COLLEGE,
AFTER HIGH 5CHOOL?,

you
BET T AW/
T'M GONG TO
WELLSLEY!




Ex-tree! Ex-tree!
Read all about
it!l! Hot off the

presses, our little

hero learns all
about extra-
curricular fun!

we SCHOO0
NEWSPA

WRITER: ANTHONY BARBIERI

3
i COLLEGE?!, O
gour 1 GOT F1F7Y BUCKS
SAYS YOU WON'T SURVIVE
v MORE VEAR
OF HIGH SCHOOL! BESIDES,
THE WAYVOUR MO

YOU MEAN LIKE
WELL, IT NEVER “SHOPLIFTINGZ,
HURTS TO HAVE A BUNCH
OF EXTRA-CURRICULARS
ON YOUR RECORD!

7
DELIVERED
GRIT ONE
SUMMER!



NOT CUT OuT
FOR SERIOUS
JOURNALISM.




SO,
PRNCIOAL FLAKERTY,
cAl .

N UP,
YOU NOSY PARKER,
THERE'S MO COVER-UP!
T ALL GOES 10 opnerm,

REMOVAL, METAL DET
AND ps;wﬂwa THE DAWN
MACHINE!

HE
SINGLE-HANDEDLY
BROKE UP A DRUG

REPORTER
9/ 17eYEAR




Lately it seems you can't turn on the news without hearing some horrible story about a build-

ing being bombed, a postal worker going “postal,” a group of students shooting up a school.

And every time there’s a bloody rampage, we try and make sense of it all. Well, some people

have succeeded! They've made sense of it - for them. And perhaps there is something we can J
learn from their wisdom. That something is “Move to Iceland!” But before you go, find out ... 7

HOW VARIOUS PEOPLE -

Before asking the parents of a
daughter whose face was shot off,
low did it feel to identify your only
child at the morgue?” anchors will
consult with a TV psychologist to see
how asking them how they feel about
their feelings will make them feel.

F-
=
=
#

HIGH SCHOOL JOCKS

Will immediately [} (D Ls i\

publish their in an effort

“We must to improve

Ul take steps to strained

prevent another fe!alanS

tragedy like with the

this from ever nerdy sullen

happening outcasts, will

again” editorials try not to use

again. the toilets
before >r
shoving the
geeks’ heads
inside and
flushing.

VIDEO GAME DESIGNERS

& Wil voluntarily T

ESS o
NAL “TRAGEDY | | agree to not
ECIAL | Y oreedity Jack up
o |t prices Just
475 because everyone
Pl within 150 miles
feels compelled
to buy a bouquet
of flowers to
leave on the
sidewalk somewhere.
(They'll only jack
them up 200%.)

ARTIST:DREW FRIEDMAN  WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN



WEIRD AL" YANKOVIC

Will show that
itis possible to
mix comedy
and tragedy
by releasing
the moving
tribute ballad,
“Pretty Fly for
a Dead Guy.”

.

D\ Will educate their
audience to the
very real resuits of
brutality by having

a peppy lizard
named “Evac”
dance out to hose
down all the brains
and splatter
between screens.

TALK SHOW C!

PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON

To show that

he remains a
dynamic
problem-solver,
will personally
counter the
threat that gun
violence poses to
America’ children
by symbolically
biting his lip once
for each victim.

Because our Constitutional framers
clearly intended for 400-round Uzi assault
weapons to be readily available to any
eight-year-old, they cannot agree to any
plan that might slow gun sales. But as a
conciliatory gesture, they will put little
“Warning: Shooting Someone Through the
Head May Be Hazardous to Their Heaith
stickers on all shoulder holsters.

DMMENTATOHS 5
\ \ Will go on as many TV
shows as they can to
discuss how movies,
music and videogames
have numbed an entire
generation of children to
the effects of violence.
However, they will not
explain why these same
emotionless automatons
who've beeh brain-
washed into having no
feeling about violence all
seem to be so upset by it.

OF SENSELESS VIOLENCE



LGBl JOKE AND DAGGER DEPT.

EMERGENCY
TOILET /

BOMB
DEACTIVATOR
KIT







D ES MUST BE CRAZY DEPT.

Oh those hip, trendy, medm—s“vy 'e‘:\':::u‘n( 3 n
b u“mh‘e mn’r‘; '“e' be more like |hem"

t os|
Y\‘i’l‘:vd:lis:; h\sl:n‘:'ns lmlghl us unyt

it's that nothing
S “"’“"“%"'"" Elgh
ever W first,

b"h.“ c to n-ﬂihg reall -
g:pu-sundlng and then bone Up Oft--

During any argument with a prudish, super-
religious grandmother, you MUST use the word
“penis” at least five times for shock value.

Make sure to correctly ascertain whether your date
is an actual vampire or just a “really yucky guy”

BEFORE impaling him on a two-foot wooden stake.

5 When attending a somber occasion, such as

a funeral, be thoughtful and show respect —
‘wear a bele h

rotch-ski
that reveals slightly less cleavage than usual.

When having an affair with a teacher,
it is considered bad form to request a

higher grade in addition to the sex.

2 ARTIST: RAY ALMA WRITER: MIKE SNIDER



m"ea

Out of courtesy for your fellow students,
keep your noisemaking to a minimum when
using the library stacks area for having sex.

Before inviting a pregnant teen or homeless
person to stay with the family for the night,
check to see how many siblings and/or parents
are doing the same — to avoid overcrowding.

messing up your twin sister’s life by imperson-
ating her — even if you do it every other week.

7 A simple apology is sufficient after totally

and/or Homecoming Queen, be a good sport —

8 After losing an election for Student Council
don't sic a flesh-eating zombie on the winner.

2



SACRILEGIOUS ORDER DEPT.

Bless
us Father, for
we have sinned...
mainly, we bought this
arficle! Save a special
place in Hell for that
blasphemer John
Caldwell as he
exposes...

NOW, THIS 15 ONE OF MY BIG SELLERS. 1T’S CALLED
r/ HOOPERY ENHANCED PORT. BETTER KNOWN ON THE
[ steest As HOOP!s HIGH TEST OR. GUTTER GRAPE .
\ To bE/’\ONsT;ATE I'D LIKE TO BRING UP ONE OF MY
| Goob CUSTOMERS, SHUGGIE, WHO WiLL PASS AMONG
Jou To COLLECT $3.95 FOR A PINT....

2 ARTIST AND WRITER: JOHN CALDWELL



very Fourth of July it's the same thing: she
shotguns a few cold ones at the church picnic,
then tries to organize a wet habit contest

we thank you for the

you put on our_tHonca
PR

MR. GUAGLIARDO PROMISED
TO HAVE THE $TORM WINDOWS
uP BY THURSDAY.., BUT THAT

DIDN'T HAPPEN! DID (T207 f

|

(e

MR. GUAGLIARDO
IS A VERY

BAD CUSTODIAN/

- 2

hird grade class spends the entire
semester cranking out her own line of sneakers




HOD ON To
YOUR SCALP, TONTO!
THIS ONE’ FOR_
LITTLE BIG HORN !!!Af
zoones|/| =
’g‘w/,;\ evotes all free time
to working for favorite
charity, Chippendale’s

] ses quiet reflective time to hi-lite
the hot scenes in the Old Testament




_@ , BERG'S-EYE VIEW DEPT.
JUSTICE 3
Yes, Il allow you to defend yourself

in your own trial! You couldn’t be
any more incompetent than some of
the lawyers I've faced lately!

Since when are Golf was s R With bowling |
A you a bowler, Milt? getting to don't lose
I thought you be too as many balls!
were into golf! expensive!

S0 go out and
play and don't
bother me!

Oh, hi, Todd! I'm reading
an important article
about the need for fathers

to spend more quality
time with their children!

Dad, | was
wondering f.




TROPHIES

_(Dr. Forman, | think
Im the only senior
in my class that's
still a virgin!

I don't think | was dri

50 badly conside:

in the middle of a
Ed. lesson, Office

Yes, | can hear
my biological
clock ticking away!

Oh, he jumped
out about
& mile back!

you mean your
ONCE-living room?

&F

That's great,
Joey! 1 just
knew you

could doit!




COMMUNICATION

You haven't even
started dinner? |
left you a note with

Yes, I'd like a Kid's
. Happy Meal, but hold
this religious = the burger, hold the
t | joined! LR e fries and hold the Coke.

Can you I've seen you begging
1| spare some on this comer every
change? day for a year!

help it! 'm
a workaholic!




THE OFFICE 5

My girlfriend wants ) ('Sorry, David! The company
1o get married, won't even consider
but | can't afford giving anyone a raise
it on my salary! for at least a year!

If Santa only comes ? He'll come
down the chimney, | down our

won't get any presents! th 1

Y (| We don'’t have a fireplace! | TR

DOCTORS

Yes! If you don't

Don't be concerned, Kaputnik, your
show any bad

indigestion sounds exactly like what

I'm suffering from! Here, try this
medication and call me tomorrow to
if it worked or not!




NEW KIDS ON THE SCHLOCK DEPT.

What do Boyzone, 'N Sync, C*Note, Sive,
””aMBadshutlo:synhminm

mmon?

Well, actually, everything! These dancin’
prancin’ pin-up pop posses are 100%

interchangeable!

if there &

And Que
How do

en
stion

YOU get !

Remember, there are hundreds of millions of squealing
sixth-grade girls who love these hunks of the month (okay,
and a few sixth-grade boys, but let’s not get into that right
now), and their baby-sitting money has to go somewhere —
might as well be your pocket! So why not make a couple
o'millon by letting MAD show you...

=

ARTIST. HERMANNMENA  WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN 3



LESS.I‘ Each member of the band needs a short, punchy first name.

Two syllables is sometimes okay, but one is much, much
better. Remember the mental capacity of your audience.

Good Names include:  Bad Names include:
Mick  Lance Alovicious  Skeezix “_“‘;,‘s{ 3
Hank  Chip Xerxes Hieronymus 10+
Fery  Theo ChiangTse  Hecky
Lumpy 3

boy bands have five guys apiece, there are many more than
personalities to choose from. There are seven:

a2

“DANGEROUS TROUBLEM:

AKER” “MACHO MAN"

Whatever you do, don't select a boy with a
personality that doesn't fit in. “Psychotic Loner,”
“Flatulent Oktoberester,” “Illegal Immigrant” or
“Triple Amputee” may be fresher characters, but
trust us, no 12-year-old girl is going to put their
poster on her ceiling where it can leer down at her!
Stick to the classic archetypes. Uniqueness kills.

No one boy should be the “star” of the group
Your band should look as if i’s just five cool guys
hanging out, with no one dude any cooler than
the other four. That way, girl fans will see them
as “approachable.” But more importantly, if one
of the pretty boys ever gets out of line, you can
pinkeslip his replaceable ass.

Another big advantage to breaking up the duties
into five equal parts is that five singers only have
to handle one line at a time. This lets you keep
really dumb guys in the band even if they can't
remember too many words at once, as long as
they look great in tight pants.




LESMI3 See if you can tell what these ACTUAL beefy-hopper song titles have in common:
« Tearin’ Up My Heart. « True To Your Heart.
« Vll Never Break Your Heart. * Quit Playing Games with My Heart

Heyyy, good catch, Beethoven! Your soon-
to-be fans are tremendously interested in cardiovascular love.
Very, very few hit ballads have been written about lungs.
Look at the song titles on hit albums by BSB, ‘N Sync, Sive
and the rest. It's Boy Band Law that each album has 12
song titles, and that these 12 titles must include three
“Heart”s, four “Love”s, two “Girl”s, two “All"s and an
“Everybody” or an “Everything.” Whatever titles are leit
over should be “We'll Be Together Forever,” or “Heaven is
Forever,” or “Forever Together,” or some syrupy slop like
that. Be sure to throw in parentheses on at least one title to
sound impressive.

Just fill in the middle with “yeah”s and “ooh”s and “ooh
yeah"s. It's a little-noticed fact that there are only 50 or 60
words in all the lyrics on a boy band album, combined!
But whichever twelve songs YOU end up using, its got

to come from the soul! Tell the boys to close their eyes,
imagine they're opening their hearts, squeeze out all the
special feelings they have inside...and then crank out
whatever words written by music company hacks-for-hire
that you tell them to sing. Recording studios charge by the
hour, you know!

L:ssou4
TIN N {5\ Before hitting big in the USA, top boy bands need to be huge in other countries. Why!
\NTERCOM‘,‘()NS merican Play up the “global smash” angle.  Unfortunately,the rest of the world prob-
chal e girsliketo For instance, before they ever  ably doesn’ give a camelS ass whether
think of themselves as complicated _ infected the U.S, the Backstreet  they live o die. So you'll have tole.
rebels.before they go out and buy the exact  Boys were big in Germany, and  Claim that they e already top superstars

same stuff everybody else has! The dopes who listen to this ‘N Sync had early hits in England. i Tonga, Equatorial Guinea, Azerbaijan,
kind of junk need a clear signal that your music is what they  Be sure to let America’s young'uns etc. Or make up fake country names
want to hear. And goodness knows you can't count on how it~ know that the rest of the world such as “Middle Cannolia,” “The Duchy
sounds to accomplish that! just loves your boys to pieces. of Beckles,” “Costa Frascart” or “The

Republic of Gzxlttpwg.” By the time
anyone exposes your fraud, your band
will have already had its four hits and be
done. Remember, in boy bands, it’s here
today, gone later today.




Don’t worry, you only need to know two

STRATEGY ONE

Continuously talk over each other’s sen-
tences. This causes such confusion that no

The key to any successful band is to promote, promote, PROMOTE! Sounds rough, right!
basic strategies...

STRATEGY TWO

While one singer discusses how “there’s a
lot more hard work to this job than most

one can be offended by any statement. people realize,” the other four should stare
at him seriously while nodding, as if he's
announcing the cure for AIDS.

Fans like to feel a connection to their idols.
So only tell them what they want to hear!
Even if your boy banders only use the com-
puter to download hot Asian porn, they
should say that they love all the fan web-
sites, and even check in every so often. If
one of the members has a soundproof bed-
room so no one can hear his victims’ cries
for help, he should say that he just likes
‘spending a quiet night with that special
someone.” If he's so whacked out on heroin
that he wakes up facedown in crusty vomit,
he should say that his pet's name

is Scooter, and that his
favorite movie is
Titanic

The critics gripe that boy bands are formulaic. But when you take five theoretically
talented young men, put them in identical outfits, and drill them like army rats at
West Point, the sparks have GOT to fiy.

To fulfill one’s potential as a performer, they gotta stay in touch with their spontaneous side.
Exactly 43 minutes into your Friday night stage show, one member might yell, “Let me hear you scream,
Miami!” But the next night, he should feel totally free to change this to “Let me hear you scream, Orlando!” At the 43-minute
mark, of course; let's not go completely nuts. But that sort of freewheeling improvisation is what makes or breaks a live performance

Speaking of which, onstage banter B 0ocs aryoody mind
is a crucial way to interact with A 1 take off my shirt?
your young fan base. And the | 412
“grabbers” you shout in-between

songs may decide whether your

band is just a flash in the pan, or

whether it can last the whole eight

‘months of superstardom.

ey Fido, those braces make
your pimply face even uglir!”




Directing musk'idmlsum:«zmﬂlmmoniymtywd

shots. The ones showing all i i
of each member pretending to feel emotion. Here’s a handy

guide to the poses you'll need to put in every one of your videos:

Knee Bend Both Fists Up Next To Your Face Al Five Boys In A Circle. Three Stand Sfill
AKA The “Taking A Dump While You Scrunch Up Your Face While The Other Two Switch Positions
In The Woods" Pose) AKA The “Which Hand Has The M&A? (AKA The “Red Rover, Red Rover,

We Call Jordan Over” Pose

Stradding
AKA The *S0
(

The “Leaning Over And Making The A " i The “Al Five Guys Looking Up

AfFace Into The Camera” Pose. At The Camera” Pose
INOTE: This one s great for conveying a INOTE: This one conveys tremendou

emotional impact — and is great for
when one of the boys h:

You know when boy bands appear on TV and say “it's all about the music”?
That's a load of Bullcrap! Most bands don’t make squat on the music.

It's all about the merchandising, baby! Your potential for sweet, sweet profit is

limited only by your imagination and inconvenient sense of morality!

Posters! T-shirts! Videotapes! Stickers! Why do you think the boys make sixteen clothes changes per
music video? Because every shirt, cap and medallion is in the catalog! (And you can charge $9.95 for
the catalog.) After all, who WOULDN'T want to own a replica of the windbreaker that Howie wears
for eleven seconds in the Don't Stop the Love video?

And when the act goes sour, schedule a
“concert tour” to a certain country with
non-policed organ donor laws. You can get
a lot more cash than you might suspect
for five healthy livers and ten kidneys...




s|‘“$

It goes like this: First, a state Lotto Jackpot begins to
swell and Lotto Fever spreads among regular players

like an STD at a Turkish bath! The jackpot grows, and
soon, even members of the Dom Perignon set are trying
to decide which combination of their childrens birth-
days are “lucky”! Finally, the media catch hold of the
story and feed us the same lame-ass reports they did
LAST TIME the jackpot went up! If your state sponsors a

game of chance, then odds are you've Seen each of the...

You're in a huge office pool whose members
haven' figured out that their individual
shares of the grand prize jackpot would

amount to roughly $127 a year!

You hear roughly 2.7 “happy talk” jokes
per newscast about how the senior C(mnn you ~‘e!5~ss Lets
anchorpersons salary is so huge, he get a move on! Somebody

doesn't need to piay Powerbail! eise could be buying MY

I don't care HOW bad
you have to go - we
ain't stoppin't You kids
wanna get rich or noti?!

ONA BORDER
ARLE oo MACHINE
52 MILES

50 a5 you can see, you have
a better chance of being eaten
alive by a shark, getting hit by
lightning or killed in a plane
crash than winning the Jackpot!

(| =l
People from states without the
lottery will drive for hours and
cause horrendous traffic jams just
for that one-in-a-zillion chance!

Well, first off, you either win or you
don't win - that's a 50% chance!
Besides, | got a really good feeling
about this drawing...so the way

I figure it, | CAN'T lose!

The local news runs the same stupid 3 .
interview with the same bonehead math g Theres
professor with the same list of “10 things § - thousands of other deluded ticket
more likely than winning the lottery"! buyers who calls his own personal
ff . chances of winning “pretty good!”




EVER 1055un Town

ARTIST: RALPH REESE WRITER: MIKE SNIDER
more on the continued bombing Ha-hal Not yet,

Iniraq in a moment, but first, here's €@l skip, but If | had,
Tom Hilbink! Whoa, Tom, have 100k at what |

fou already won that Lotto jackpot?' could get.... The hast thne 1 was ina

3 \ =2
Everywhere you go there’s a
brain-dead dweeb insisting that
Theress a three-minute report waiting in line for hours in the
by the oddball feature reporter cold and rain is a fun experience!
detailing all you could buy if
you actually won the lottery!

firm coing Whatever

Oh sure, that extra two
or three million would

come in handy, but give
up my career? Never!

Dozens of players — all lying
You can't help but overhear heated through their teeth — swear
debates over the burning issue of they'd keep the stupid job they
lump sum vs. 20 yearly payments! have now if they won!
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This Issue...

HOW YOUR PARENTS REACTED WHEN
YOU ASKED ABOUT SEX FOR THE FIRST TIME

OBVIOUS

Where do babies come
from? From the womb! Duh!

Gee, I've been waiting
for you to ask that
question, and |
wondered how | would
handle it! Oh well,
I'm off to the
hardware store! Bye!

you go ask
your no-good,
philandering
father or one
of his bimbos!

You see, Billy, when
a man loves a stork
very, very much.

I think this Michael
Douglas movie should
explain it all for you!

ARTIST: RICK TULKA WRITER: JEFF KRUSE



WHAT A DIFFERENCE A GAY MAKES DEP"

When Ellen was cancelled in 1998, did you say to yourself, "Gee I msh mere
indistinguishable from all the other cooki half-hour

were ANOTHER sitcom that's totally

in Y
I'm Wilt Traumal Since so few [
people watch our show we ned to
introduce ourselves! 'm brigl
'm fun, I'm charming! And | e
something that makes me a social
outcast in today’s society...'m a
lawyer! Oh. | also happen to be gay!
The phrase "legal briefs” comes up
much too frequently in these episodes!

I'm Craze! | live with Wilt] We have this cozy little
dysfunctional arrangement! I'm straight! He's gay!
I've traded in sex and excitement for Merlot and witty
little Advocate references! We have tons of mutual
interests! We both watch The View on TV, we take the
Cosmo quiz and we love to rent chick flicks - like
My Best Friend's Wedding, the premise of which we
borrowed from to create this series! Unfortunately. we
only borrowed the premise and not the charm or humor! ||

Hil NBCs pre-:

this show was,
special issue of the gay content.

Then how do you explain MEI? 'm Shock! I'm

how promo press release on

I'm
‘We neither hide

gayer than a fruitcake in a Key West

during Bette Midler Festival Week! My likes:
muffin baskets, group hugs. dancing the Salsa

naked and men in Speedos! Duh! Wilt and |

major
that it features a gay main character whose name is also in the title”? Vou dm" Then your wish has been answered b,

tworks except for the lone fact

I'm Crabbinl Crazes assistant at her design
studiol A job similar in importance to being
Andre Agassi's hair stylist! I'm incredibly
wealthyl | don't have to work for a living
but in this series | do! My character: an out-
spoken. crude. rude rich bitch! Sort of trailer
trash with a trust fund! How do you like me
s0 far? Who freakin cares?! | have nails to
dol Move on to the next dialogue balloon!

Harrison

Ford! | have

to do with this
show | just

thought some
of you would

are just good friends! | haven't “been there, like to see

done him" but we do have our special song:
“You Are The Wind Beneath My Pants”!

0
what a real man
looks likel




WiLr& Craze

ARTIST: ANGELO TORRES WRITER: JOSH GORDON

e
Good morning every- = Shock. you
- seem to be in | met this new guy!
references per episodel agood mood! | | Skin-tight shorts, combat
1 thought I'd get How was your boots, Banana Republic
three out of the way! ‘weekend?! facel We went fishing!

= We've had He brought a What's the

gay man complaints German fuss?! He
dancing for no ho §| fromthe [{ no. [|Shepherd into

reason to an | tenants | the elevator! (§ leash...with

Eydie Gorme worse i 7 a delicious

song?! You've got
to be Kidding] e rey) do allowed in

7 g this building!




Shock is going | | 1 need him in my
to get us lifel He's edgy.
evicted! Why he's bitter and
dowe allow him | | he owns every
to hang with single Barry
us somuch?! | | Manilow record!

Meet Chad, Trent
and Sean!
Currently

touring in La

Cage aux Folles!

Shock is

starting You are so Bette Davis

to drive in every Warner's featurel

me nuts! He's just a wacky

Does he neighbor! Can't

have to you put a positive
stay here?! spin on this?!

| love this!
It's the only

can build an

Wit, we
were going
to have a
nice, quiet
supper!
What is

Positive
spin?!

Think of
him as

a gay
Kramer!

show where we

episode at the
ointment counter!

That's why don't find and weepie-
this series weepiel
is creating

industry buzz!

===

Yeah! You

Read ‘em

Three
queens!

We must have
silence! We want
to reach Rock
Hudson, but |
think we're
getting Chris
Rock instead!

1 would
strongly
advocate

stock options
instead of
cash funding!

|
|

| have to be honest, Mr.
Traumal When | heard you
were gay | had some doubts,
but you did a brilliant
job on this contract!

Except for clause threel
You indicate the
contract is legally
binding only if the CEQ
opens each stockholder's
‘meeting by singing The
Village People’s "YMCA"I

Thank you! |+




We just

Wi, Don't I turn Nonsensel
doyou Al That' you on at ail2 Lets
realize nice! Do talk
that Im [ reaiize Tommy LI Un oni Is tis the plot weve | | about
1| Tune is six  [] seen a gazillion times where itin
beneath my[]  feet two in the womnan tries to the
clothes? |2 flip flops?! | convert the gay guy? bathtub!

Excuse

me

1
This makes no sensel
You work for me, yet
you come in late,
you insult me. you
don't answer phonest
1 don't get it!

while

WSsaE

Feeling
anything

now?!

Yes! I'm
feeling
seasick!

That's your problem. honey! You
haven't gotten it in months! If
you got it you wouldn't be so damn
cranky! Perhaps if you fixed your
hail It oo ke 20 nexploding

yeast infecti

reed a
shampoo - Breck w\lh Monistat!

Crabbin,
it's been
five
months
since I've

Wow! Zit-faced
McDonalds clerks
get more than youl

That's gotta change! |

had any sex!

It's about as
exciting as
the movie Babe,
Pig In The City!

Welll Suddenly
it's Up

Periscope!




it ]
want Shock
out now!

thi

So what?!
T

This is so

take Joan Crawford

my
chances!

you tell me what
s really about!

a4\ 7 )

The big New
Year's Eve
Millennium bash!
We're welcoming in
the new century!

We're calling it...Y2Gay! The theme
is: Come dressed as the Person of
the Century! There's Charles Lindbergh
and Eleanor Roosevelt! Recognize

me?! I'm Susan B. Anthony!

Why didn't Don't touch
}—{ somebody your hair!
tell me! You can
I'm not say you're
dressed! Albert
Einstein!

Okay! When he's not
around 'm a story
catalyst! When he’s
here 'm wallpaper!

Why don't

You had one! It

This is not working! I've
gotta get out of here was called
and connect with a Ned & Stacy!

traditional straight It was
¥ cancelled!

You are so Meg
Ryan in every
single Rob
Reiner moviel

It doesn't matter!
It hip, it's trendy

and it saves our writ-
ing staff from think-
ing up an actual joke!

Congratu- I told you |-
lations! We got we had to
through this reach our
whole episode
without one

mention of
you-know-who!




(B}, CARTOON CHARACTER ASSASSINATION DEPT.

THE VOTE IS IN!

In MAD #386 we asked you, our extremely moronic (and sadistic!) readers, to choose one of six
highly unpleasant methods by which the Pokémon pictured here was to meet its well-deserved
demise. The response was disturbingly overwhelming! Nearly 30,000 of you voted, which, inter-
estingly enough, is more people than are expected to participate in the upcoming Presidential
election! And so, we are perversely pleased and honored to carry out your wishes for its execution!

THE EXECUTION OF PIKACHU POLL RESULTS

AND THE WINNER, WITH 36% OF THE VOTE, IS

THE DYNAMITE SCHTICK!

555°T)
> g

5595”4 | suudDER
5 UDDER /'
7 SHUPDER




g, GRIEVING LAS VEGAS DEPT.

Our team of crack oddsmakers gives you the latest Vegas line on how
one of today’s biggest stars is going to be subpoenaed by the grim reaper!

THIS MONTH'S FUTURE STIFF SENTENCER:

=
=

{ JIUDGE

CAUSE OFDEATH i <
- Ricochetingglassfrom
s ».A;fnmorbreakingsshewatksby,\ 11
Lungblowout from excessive
** “shushing” of witnesses 1

PummdedwdeathbyNewYotkers' el
~ insubway forbeingTOOrude  5:1

' Catastrophic nostritflaringmishap 1021 -

ss.s‘vs“

Slips and falls off stage while
5 "« giving speech at Yale Law Schoolon ;
‘ M “Restoring Dignity to our Court System” 2,500:1 -~
o he S Sexually transmitted disease
o f,;w’“\\. et

ARTIST. HERMANN MEJA WRITERSMIKE SNIDER



WHAT’S THE MOST
OFFENSIVE THING
YOU CAN SEE ON
DISPLAY AT A
MUSEUM?

FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!

IE3> ] FOLD BACK SO THAT “A" MEETS 8"
4 CLOSED*
DUE 1o CEMS@R=




WHAT'S THE mosT  HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS

OFFENSIVE THING MAD FOLD-IN

YOU CAN SEE ON There seems to be no limit to disgusting ideas in

DISPLAY AT A the art world. What is great art to some is truly Pl
MUSEUM? offensive to others. To find out what a truly revolt- =50
ing example of this is, fold page in as shown. FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!

D> FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT <] FOLD BACK SO THAT “A" MEETS 8"

THIRDF O

LC STERED MONK'S ART THE
ENT

* S 125 UR

g

/ARTIST AND_WRITER: AL JAFFEE
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