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Editionem quadringenti viginti tres legi,
et mendum inveni. In articulo “MAD
Deconstructs TV Talk Shows: This
Month: Late Show with David Letterman”
“sequitor” ridiculum Latine significare
dixistis. Erratis, “sequitur” follows
Anglice significat. locus non sequitur, et
ridiculus non est, sed iocus quod ridicu-
lus non est “non sequitur” non est.

TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER IN
LATIN PRINTED ABOVE:

| read MAD #423 and | found an error.
You stated that “sequitur” is Latin for
“funny" in the article “MAD Deconstructs
TV Talk Shows: This Month: Late Show
with David Letterman.” The word
‘sequitur” in English means, “follows.”
The joke does not follow, and it is not
funny, but the joke is not a non-sequitur
just because it is non-funny.

John White, Hampden, ME

Johnny Be Good — If Caesar were alive foday,
he would stabYOU in the back! Beware the
Ides of MAD! —Ed-ay.

FRANK ™

stor Frank Jacob:
Long-time MAD contribut 5
received the super-highly-coveted 2002

San Diego

Comics Convs e bee

Frank thanked the members o

ence, the people who voted for him and
workers at MAD. Later in the day, it

is rumored he put the furshlugginer award

up on eBay! Congrat

| am writing to the ke 4 Dent.
Wk Foundation™ because | have a
dumb wish to make. | have been living in
North Carolina my whole life and besides
having the best college basketball team
ever (Duke), North Carolina just kinda
sucks. No one really knows about it. It's
not stupid enough to be made fun of reg-
ularly like Wyoming, and this surprises
me, because it's full of hicks, who are
pretty funny critters. So my dumb wish is
for you to make fun of the not-so-great
state North Carolina

Signe Waldbauer, Durham, NC

Le Signe - As you know, it is the mission
of the ke 4 Dumb Wisk
Foundazizn™ 10 make dumb wishes
come true. Therefore, it is particularly
disheartening fo turn down your request.
The citizens of North Carolina sent right-
wing bozo Jesse Helms 1o the Senate
five fimes and have now replaced him
with Bob I shillfor Viagra* Dole’s wife,
Elizabeth. It is clear thot the
people in the great state of <™
North Carolina are more than
capable of making fun

of themselves! —Ed.

Back in MAD #422, we asked (or begged) read-
ers fo send in their suggestions for Monroe’s lost
name. We received thousands (OK. a handful)
— here are a few of the best. Look for the
judges’decision on an upcoming Lefters Page!

Flarp — Parker Anderson, Prescott, AZ
Youngfellow — Sam Draudt, Grafton, OH
Dingfelder — Andrew Kowalewski,
Derby, NY

Fillmore — Branden Huztable, Kent, WA
Schwarzenloser — Michael O'Connor,
Germantown, MD

Maggot — Laura Pearlstein, Stoughton, MA
Burpenheimer — Willie Casiano, Bronx, NY
Montefusco — Roxy Guarino,

Metuchen, N,

Wimpton — Chuck Bucsanyi, Whiting, IN
McTague — Adria Hampton, Memphis, TN
Shocks — Edwin Isley, Columbus, OH
Kaputnik — Robert Foster, Eugene, OR
Monroe — David Monroe, Alberta,
Canada/Randy Gizara, San Diego, CA
Dinkelmire — Jon Holliday, Escondido, CA
McClelland — Darryl Gonzalez, Severn, MD
Lauren Zupkus, Ocean Township, NJ
Jonathan Yeakey, Colombia, MO

Eric Swotinsky, Sudbury, MA

This month's Cemetery Snap comes all the way
from jolly ol’ England from Henry Kingston of
Twickenham. His picture of himself besmirch

ing the grave of rock legend and lead singer of

The Doors, Jim Morrison, in Pere-Lachaise
i ets him a on

Cemetery in Paris, France get:

subscription. Cheers, mate — and do give our

best to that butler dut illing his guts

vho i
about Princess Diana and the Royal Family! Fal

I thought it was a big deal when | was
able to complete your ridiculous cross-
word puzzle until | realized one of the
answers didn't make sense. Actually,
most of the answers didn't make sense,
but the one | must ask you to explain
is 68 down. My answer was ELL If this
is correct, please tell me what it means.
If it's incorrect, then | known what it
means — you guys have seriously
screwed-up your own puzzle

Judy Austell, Tullahoma, TN
Hey Judy — Thank you for your question about

Elihu Yale. Now, we have a question for you.
1 Across — What is a 4-letter word for Judy?




After 50 years, | finally figured it out!
MAD's humor is based on satire an
parody, but the Letters and Tomatoes
Department features cruel sarcasm.
Itis this conflict of comedic styles that
{ortures the artistc souls of the Usual Night Football to Napoleon’s crossing
Gang of diots, thereby fueling their of the Berezina. Unfortunately, you
creatve fires and resutting in the rag spelled Beresina with  *2” when it is
we call MAD. How'd | do? actually spelled with an “s.” Next time
Scott Smouse, Bellevue, WA do your homework!

Thomas Ferris, Rutland, VT

In the introduction to the article
“New Career Options for Dennis Miller”
(MAD #422) you compared the success

of Dennis Miller's tenure on Monday

Mr. Scoft — On the Letters Page we
are only cruel 1o the ones we love.
Thank you 50 much for your wonderful
lefter! Affectionately, —Ed. 2o

Tommy Boy— Thanks for your leter.
We'll be more careful next fime! —Ed.

One of the greatest advantages of the MAD offices being in New York City is that you never
know who's going to drop by. For instance, recently, the cast of Broadway’s newest hit
Hairspray came in to say hello. Also, famed Late Show with David Letterman drummer,
Anton Fig, stopped by after he was pictured in “MAD Deconstructs TV Talk Shows: This
Month: Late Show with David Letterman® (#423). To see more pictures of Anton's visit with
the MAD staff, please visit his website at www.antonfig.com/madmagazine.htm

Next month, look for pictures

of MAD Associate Editor Amy

Vozeolas' visit with Anton on the set

of Late Show with David Letterman!

Co-Editors John Ficarra and Nick Megli
hanging with the cast of Hairspray

Anton, seen here with
members of the MAD staff,
gets the ol drum schtick
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It's so great to be out of medical school where all they ever called me were

Doctors, you're all here because
this is a teaching hospital...

Our own
lucrative private
practices?

demeaning nicknames like “Dipwick” and “Scrawny” and “Pencil-Necl
T T I =

mainly, we teach the patients

Janet? Newbiel self, Scooter!

T e
1 Good morning, Watch your-

|

|

that next time they get sick they
should go to some other hospi- = Nol One of
tall Do well here and you'll be [ these snazzy

rewarded with what you've

metal
worked hard for years to attain! &l clipboards!

SRS T =

Letting people invest No, he's just
their Social Security in explaining
the stock market and 1 the

cutting taxes for the i Bush/Cheney
wealthiest citizens will economic
make America strong!

Dr. Box is reluctant to be my guide, but | think
there's so much to be learned from his utter
loathing and contempt for other people — at
least as it applies to the medical profession!

check out the patients =/ They were LAST |.

in that trauma ward? YEAR'S interns!
L) ot

Uh, excuse me, = No, I'm here to threaten you! Get this
doctor, but. straight, pal — ER is the hit NBC Thursday
night medical show! You're just the
filler between Friends and Will and Grace,
from ERI Are you here
as one of the wacky
celebrity cameos we do?

Hey, 0.D.. | just found Aw, come on, can't
a medical website you see it's fake? Yeah,
showing nude body that's Britney Spears’

scans of celebrities! Look || encephalogram all right, but
at this shot of Britney can't you tell it's pasted on
Spears! t's hot! some other woman's MRI?




Good evening, young
medical intern!

No, you dip! Tonight is

the hospital fundraiser
costume balll Last year

Are we in one of those wild

fantasy sequences we always do?

Dr. Hellshow! You're Draculal

Nopel Have you
Jerk! You're noticed how
dressed like a 0 this little pay we get
| went as Anna Nicole pimpl And Carlot [T} is one as residents?
Smith, but | frightened and Smelliot of our Let's just say
too many children! are hookers! Are wild we do this to
T T ou going to the fantasy help make
costume ball too? | | sequences? ends meet!

Jerk, we need l Sir, we're going After my eighth
you to perform il to have to make hospital stay | had 'em
emergency an incision in y God! install Velcrol Saves
surgery on the [l your chest to see lots of time in the OR!
Vice President! [l * what's wrong! =

Well,

we'll just
apply the
anesthesia.

Just give me a copy of The
OReilly Factor to read — and
don't make too much nof

\i % The erotic tension between Smelliot and me is unbear-
"

- o
able, especially when we go into the supply closet and (Thea.arn ;;;,’;‘:;‘I’;fs,gg ool
tell each other medical terms that sound sexual... the Innocent rookie finding his way
in a cynical world! Every week | do an
Involun- Hmmm... ARAKWRESS all-knowing, strangely nostalgia-tinged
tary On.yeah g
spasms | | Abnormal M shunt... What? Ewww! Forget ;
fthe | | swelling of it, you just don't know
coccygeal | | the pericar- L Yes, baby! Oral U how to talk seductively
ne... | | dial sac... [}] rehydration.

voice-over narration! I'm navigating the

fumbling first steps of a romance with
Smelliot! Hell, if he wasn't so short,

Fred Savage would be playing this part!




The long shifts we interns have to work really affects our
Judgment! After 24 hours on call, now | know how Jerry
Lewis feels on his telethon! The other morning | sang
“You'll Never Walk Alone” to a guy with shingles and then
‘went looking for a tote board in the radiology lab! To stay
awake, | had to drink so much coffee | got confused and

p asking patients for urine samples in “tall” and
“grande" sizes! Talk about being punch-drunk! | nodded off
and had a dream about changing all the Kids' wristbands
in the maternity ward — at least | think it was a dream!
1 guess we'll all find out in six or seven years! But
absolutely the worst thing about these long shifts is.

You're crushing my

spleent No way you're
getting that metal

clipboard now, mister! |

I've figured out why
you're such a Hey. quiet! If you had
strange, unsociable | a good thing going,
character! Every day [ would you want me
blabbing it all over?
I've been here a lot
longer than you...

Mr. Cheney.
I can't tell
you what
an honor

itis to
have

Twon't forget you. .in fact,

I get back to D.C, I'm going to
recommend all of your Federal
funding be cut! You know,
there might be oil under your
pediatric wing! I'l send Harkin
energy out here to do some
drilling! There's more money
in that than helping the sick!

Young man, this is
your lucky day!

Even though we
hate you, we've

decided to give
you what you

Mr. Vice President, Don't bother! Il just have John
your heart is shot! Ashcroft round up a few more “suspected

You're going to

Taliban operatives” until we find

need a transplant! [ a tissue match! Man, | love these secret
Il see if there are || military tribunals! We can try, convict and
any donors available execute in an afternoon! Sometimes

immediately!

No. a metal
clipboard! And
just in timel This
hospital is being
taken over by an

H.M.
a Humor-
Minimizing

Organization!

we're faster than LensCrafters!

You mean in
all the time

Hi, Carlot!

Jerk. how come so many of our || you've been L|
movements are accompanied here you i
by cartoon sound effects, never read £
like “Fwishl,” “Eeeeek!” and that plaque ||
“Budda budda budda"? on the wall?

Our comedy From now on, we can only
budget has been [ |  do the gags specified
cut! No more on this clipboard!
musical
umbers,
celebrity cameos.
or costumed
fantasy
sequences! | son v mommone 2



GLOOM WITH A VIEW DEPT.

Life scems bleak at this
point in our history (and not
just because MAD TV is still
on the air). But our motto
has always been, “What —
me worry?” (Along with,

“Our dumb readers will
swallow any stupid premise.’)
So we thought we'd boost
everybody's spirit by pointing
out the positive things we
can be thankful for. It's just
our way of saying...

Clarfloxium
might cause leprosy,
lumbago, beri-beri,
bubonic plague, shrinkage
of sex organs, bone melt-
down, brain malfunction,
suicidal depression and
other more serious
side effects!

No matter what horrible biological weapon terrorists
come up with, the symptoms can't possibly be as bad
as the side effects of most drugs advertised on TV.

Because the government Eai\eddto fire an‘!/ba‘d}:/a tm]m
intelli rtments,

Tess-than-alert intelligence depar

::;ns therell be more \men_\yloymem money h)!r :h'e

e inary saps who've been fired for no reason at all

The failure of dot-coms mi,

i i it s might o
u wait at the airport gives )‘lpu but it's worth it just o seegobn::i;:; e ooy
o of that $15 billion atine  computer geks Hying speds ar gio, TGt
towards improved security. el

Te five extra hours yot
fime to figure out how muc

il ctually went
bailout act v ARTIST: HERMANN MEJIA. 'WRITER: BARRY LIEBMANN



4 P aa
layers will have the ability fo draw
blood musfaches on dead Ppeople

s oo
jes of boy ba
7hr%\j§;l ‘a wood chipper for bonus points :

i s ;
A Starbucks will be on every comer and every fime you
crash info one, a brief latie mocha decaf rain shower resu its

2

If you can find the car that the “Can you hear me now?”
cell phone guy is driving in, you'll get the pleasure of
beating him until he stops asking if you can hear him now

3 s Hou!
For an extra $50, hookers will dress up like Lara Croft

16



(Stay out of the rain to avoid rusting.
Ab-Fabulizer’s electronic
impulses work 1,000
times faster than ANY
OTHER abdominal
exerciser on the market
because our electronic
impulses use 1,000
times the electrical
power! Other abdominal
exercisers operate on
mere low-voltage
batteries. Not the
Ab-Fabulizer! It plugs
directly into a 110-volt
outlet! It's like touching
a live wire with your
wet tongue except,
perhaps, it's just a wee
bit safer! You actually
EXECUTE your fat
away with the same
technology used in
electric chairs on death
rows across the country!

whaT Do EXPERTS saY asout THe B EIBULIZER) ?

“I was a 100-pound
weakling, afraid of

my own
‘shadow! Now that I own
the Ab-Fabulizer, I'm not
afraid of bullies anywhere.
Ijust whip it out and

EAT ALL YOU WANT!

Enjoy fatty French fries, sweet pies, rich cakes, sugary
candy, even pure lard! With the Ab-Fabulizer, you won’t
gain an ounce! That's because the constant, violent
electric shocks to your system from your Ab-Fabulizer
actually prevent you from swallowing anything! In
many cases, the high voltage actually propels the food
right out of your mouth!

LOOK HEALTHIER, TOO!

The constant electrical charges through your body
also turn your skin golden brown — like a deep-fried
turkey! You'll have that “extra-crispy” look that will
start people talking (and sometimes gaping), without
having to go near the beach!

IT'S PORTABLE!

The Ab-fabulizer is lightweight, portable and
convenient! Take it wherever you go! In the woods!
‘While mountain climbing! Even on a desert island!
Anywhere there’s an electrical outlet! It’s that simple!

QUALITY EQUIPMENT!
Similar devices sell in stores for up to $98! We sell ours
for only $49 each! (plus $49 shipping and handling)

NO DOCTOR’S PERMISSION NEEDED!
Ab-Fabulizer can be used 24 hours a day, without

a doctor’s prescription*!

(“You will, however, need a doctor's prescription in order to purchase the
powerul dintments and painkillers needed (o treat the severe skin burns,
lacerations, abrasions, rashes, contusions, scaling and running sores using
the Ab-Fabulizer for more than .05 seconds a day can sometimes causel)

NO OVERBLOWN CLAIMS!
‘We make no overblown claims about the
Ab

comes near me!”

—Fred Kiekhaefer;
Jormer wimp

S S S ——
1 Order Now! ves, order before all the Ab-Fabulizers are sold outt |
1 (And before the FTC clamps down on us like they have on many similar devices!) 1
1 This may be your last chance! ]
Z ___Yes, | need to ook better and lose weight! (Not to mention
1 [ IvobeEss Yes, | need to ook better and I it (Not to menti 1
1 d me my for only $98.00. |
| Gmecashorersyou | want o look better faster! Send me six $49 Ab-Fabulizers 1
] Grotootaamarin foronly 59900, s your fee “Arithmetc For Dummies” book! 1
Just sbout any city!
Name
= 1
I rolyours, justaslong ~ Address 1
[T —— 1
! understand tha | am unhappy with my purchase, | may return my Ab-Fabulizers fo a refund. |
(Yourrefund equals the price you paid, minus a 150% re-stocking fee.)
T Prease include ful payment ifyou're returning your Ab-Fabulizers for a refund! 1
1 We ship your order the minute your check clears. For fastest service, send cash! 1
o o [ ——

PHOTOGRAPHER: IRVING SCHILD. WRITER: DICK DEBARTOLO

‘We merely promise it will:

+Give you a more healthy, younger appearance!
 Sculpt your body into that of a Greek God or Goddess!
» Strengthen muscles so you can bend steel bars easily!

« Restore your heart to the way it was when you
‘were born!

« Free you from ulcers, headaches, colds,
arthritis, scabs and anal warts!
« Increase your sex drive at least 1,000 percent!
« Add six to nine inches to any body part you choose!
« Enable you to date royalty!
« Enable you to live underwater forever, without
any sort of scuba equipment, if you so choose!
We could go on, but we'll just leave it at that!
Let the other deceitful people selling similar,
but better, products use the exaggerated claims!

AMAD AD PARODY



WAR OF THE POSES DEPT.

Most people who seek enlightenment and peace through Yoga attend strenuous

classes, visit weird ashrams and endlessly repeat mind-numbing mantras (fa fa
om, fa fa om, fa fa om)! But the truth is you don’t need training, knowledge or
dedication of'any kind to be a true Yoga master, because you already are one!
In fact, whether you realize it or not, you practice difficult and advanced
Yoga postures on an everyday basis, which you're sure to recognize in these...

THAT OCCUR IN DAILY LIFE

THE YoGA Posr

Ox Pose Vomiting your guts out after a
long night of hard drinking

THE REAL LIFE EQUIVALENT

Putting the angel on top
of the Christmas tree

)

Boat Posture Lifting legs for vacuum

WRITER: DARREN JOHNSON

ARTIST: GARY HALLGREN



tHIs MONTH: O’ REILLY

[FACTORJ|

for a group nobody’s ever heard of. What gives

¢his group the power to blast Hollywood, cable TV, popular music
or life in general? They've got the word “Family” in their name.

=

Today's movies zre filled with deviant sleaze! Would Humphrey
Bogart have slept next to  donkey, ike Shrek does? Would
Katherine Hepburn have eaten soms monkey's banana on the
Planet of the Apes? Would Bette Davis nave appeared na
Mummy movie and let a team of explorers violate her sarcopha-
gus? This must stop! Why can't Hollywood go back to producing
‘normal stories about normal people, like The Wizard of 0z¢

m Bill O'Reilly thanks the spokesperson (and sole
member) of the Family Council for American

Families for coming on. He then warns the

“Hollywood moguls” and other “purveyors of slime” that
America won't stand for their sort of immoral product much
longer. It’s not clear whether the guy who signs O'Reilly’s
paychecks at FOX, Rupert Murdoch, takes this personally.

It's time for “The Most Ridiculous Item of the

Day?” This could be just about anything, but
option A is always anybody in the media who's mentioned
O'Reilly in less than a suckup manner. Bill's usual move is to

thank the critic for blasting him or his book, because any negative
mention of it always causes a big spike in sales. He might have a
point, too: nothing FOX News could say about Bill C

made him any less popular.

inton ever

OFReilly crows about the latest TV ratings,

showing that FOX News has “pulled way ahead"
of CNN. He doesn't happen to point out that the two networks
combined attract about 1.5% of the viewing audience, or about
a sixth of what Miss Cleo did until the Feds shut her down. In
other words, Bob Dole, Bob Barr, Bob Graham and Bob Kerrey
combined still lose to SpongeBob.




16 the Viewer E-mail segment, which once again
demonstrates that AOL's monthly fee is priced low
enough to attract the trailer park demographic. Amazingly, every appear as guests on the show. O'Reilly explains that anyone who
show includes an exact 50% split of E-mail. On days when they get doesn’t go on his show “won't return our calls” because they're
8,000 negative E-mails and two positive ones, they pick the two obviously “afraid to appear on The Factor.” It's probably the same
best negative ones. Maybe that’s what FOX News means by reason redtailed deer don't like to attend NRA conventions. And
“fair and balanced.” this is a shame, because if Ted Kennedy got to speak uninterrupted
on FOX News’ airwaves for 6 seconds, just imagine how many
viewers’ minds he would change.

iter wants to know why big names like
Hillary Clinton or George Clooney aren't invited to

Finally, the last writer brings up the Florida election
that President Bush didn’t actually win, prompting
Bill to howl, “Ancient history! Get OVER it!” Then O'Reilly
promotes tomorrow's program, with segments about the House
investigation into the Clintons taking gifts, and shocking new
revelations about “Travelgate.”

r is “outraged,” “incensed;” “offended;”
pitting mad” and “waxing wroth in

g

In case an hour of this wasn’t enough, Bill gives out

the website address. It's Merchandise Time! Caps,
shirts, signed books, varsity jackets...O"Reilly pushes more crap than
an incontinent elephant. Plus, viewers can order a videotape copy
of any OReilly Factor, in case they missed the first broadcast, and
the second, and the third, and the weekend repeat. Unfortunately,
profits for all the O'Reilly stuff aren't as high as they could be —
since Fox News viewers who think the U.N. uses fleets of black
helicopters to monitor their seed catalogues aren’t all that excited
about giving out their credit card number on the internet.




Exchances |
reToRns | 7

,.

Ad e .?
¢ ..»%




WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN  COLORIST: WILDSTORM

ARTIST: AMANDA CONNER

THE MEN OF STEAL DI

WorldCom! Halliburton! Enron! Harken! Tyco! Arthur Andersen! ImClone! As you can tell from his extra-angry face and the way he's
speaking 10% slower than usual, George W. Bush is very, very mad at corporate raiders and other white-collar crooks who've been
very, very, very naughty. Boy, are those creeps in big trouble now! With total control over the Securities and Exchange Commission
and the Department of Justice, what has the President done about these criminals who've looted Americans’ retirement money
and sent the stock market into a death spiral? Why, he's created a "Corporate Fraud Task Force"! MAD Magazine has every confi-
dence that his “economic S.W.A.T. team" will root out and destroy all criminal activity in big business, just as sure as your name is
shmecky Von Gool! Have no fear! Nothing can stop the...




SPECULATE NO MORE! YOUVE NEVER SEEN A STARTLING SAGA LIKE...

THE TIRELESS DEFENDERS OF AMERICA'S Ecouamlc WELL-BEING, THE

OUR SENSES-SHATTERING ADVENTURE BEGINS IN THE OVAL FORTRESS OF ﬂYP'OCF:I’y /4
TASK FORCE, ALERT THEIR TEAM LEADER T( F

YOUR
OPINION POLLS
ARE
4 PERCENT!

BUT, JUNIOR!
THAT'S ENRON
HEAD-
PUARTERS!

YOUR
CRONIES! THEYVE
FLO

ELECTION CHEST
WITH MILLIONS
N SOFT




USUAL. THE ENTIRE THING'S
BEING BROADCASSSST
ON c-SPANZ!
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