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STATES OF IDIOCY

As a longtime subscriber and proud
Delawarean, I was incensed at the letter
from Mark Guthrie in MAD #494 where
he says he’s “not pathetic enough to
live in Delaware.” Maybe you double
mocha latte-sipping bozos in Washington
‘would just ignore a comment like that,
but them’s fighting words here in the
First State. Nothing is more pathetic
than the NBA franchise-losing, raincoat-
‘wearing Canada-touchers that live in
Washington. You've been warned,
Guthrie. Don't mess with Delaware.

Kevin Lagowski, New Castle, DE

The Big Lagowski and Three's A Stroud — Le's end this
feud right here and just agree that both Delaware and
Washington shouldn't even be considered states! —Ed.

Well, I just happen to be a life-long
resident of the “First” state and have
been reading and collecting MAD for
over 30 years. Although I haven' played
the new MAD scratch lottery game, I
believe the guy from Washington should
scratch something else. Seeing how it
rains most of the time out there, he's
obviously a little “wet" behind the ears
and sounds like he was standing a fittle
t00 close to Mount St. Helens when it
erupted. Go play in a puddle, moron.
MAD rules!

John Stroud, Wilmington, DE

William M. Gaines founder
John Ficarra editor
EDITORIAL

Charlie Kadau, Joe Raiola,
Jonathan Bresman senior editors

Amy Vozeolas, Dave Croatto associate editors
Dick DeBartolo creative consultant

ART DEPARTMENT

Sam Viviano art director

Patricia Dwyer associte art director

Ryan Flanders assistant art director

Doug Thomson production artist

Leonard Brenner graphics consultant

ADMINISTRATION
PaulLevitz presdent & publisher

READER ALERT I

What could possibly be better than
staring at a blank wall all year? How
about staring at a different vintage
MAD cover each month? Well you can,
simply by making a date, running out
to where calendars are sold and buying
the MAD 2009 calendar!

GeorgBrewer - eign &0 it et

Richad Bruning seriop - et e

Patric Cldon et - e opetons

Chris Caramalis vp - finance

John Cunningham vp - marketing

TeriCuningham p- mnaging edtor
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Those who had their letters printed on this month’s Letters Page will receive JffTrofan vp- s devcopnert, O diect

NHL2k9 for the Wii, courtesy of our friends at the National Hockey League. Sobaynevp- s

For more info please go to nhl.com. You'll also receive the ook Spanking ARTISTS

coturtesy of otir frlants at Randem House. And I that wesn'€ gaod naigh: youl

get From Krakow To Krypton: Jews and Comic Books written by MAD-writer

Arie Kaplan, courtesy of our friends at The Jewish Publication Society. If your letter

didn't make it, go out and complete the hat trick, they're all on sale now!

the usual gang ofidiots

FOR SUBSCRIPTION QUESTIONS:

Go tothe MAD website! Allyou need is your name
and zip code to renew, hange your address, ive
agiftsubscription,check your account balance and
‘expiration dates or to request a missing issue. Just go
towwwmadmag.com or call1-800-4MADMAG (US.
and Canada oly) or write to P.0. Box 421800, Pam
Coast FL32142-180! Please DO NOT phone,write,
faxor e-mal our New Yorkoffce — wefe too dumb,
to help you here!

HOWTO REACH US:
Please Address Correspondence To:

MAD, Dept.496, 1700 Broadway.

New York,NewYork, 10019,

Ore-mail usatetters@madmagazine.com

MAD welcomesreader submission. Manuscripts
willnotbe retured or acknowledged, however,
less theyareacompanied byaself addrssed,
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COMING l_JP !N MAD #497, COMING pP _lN stamped envel
ON SALE DECEMBER 16! S WAt toxdsubmision

FAXMAD AT 212-506-4848!
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ITHE FUNDALINI PAGES
[ THEFASTS )

WACKY AMERICAN LAWS

1 You can be jailed in Georgia for
wearing an orange jumpsuit.
2 A 1903 ordinance in Buffalo, NY states
that no professional sports team within
city limits may win a championship.

3 In Vermont, you may burn an American flag if you
add a 51st star or an extra stripe beforehand.

v4 In South Dakota, two men may marry
each other, but only if one of them has
awoman'’s name, like Kelly or Tracy.

5 In Michigan, it’s illegal to take out money from
abank unless you have an account there.

SOLUTION TO LAST MONTH’S
“MINI-MYSTERY”

The previously overlooked hair
fibers and bloodstains led Officer
Hendricks to one conclusion —
somehow, Mrs. Featherton had
taken an 80 mph running start and
thrown herself into the grille of her
husband’s Bentley.

| NEXT MONTH: “The Stuttering Doorknob”! |

CELEBRITY  aum )
CAUSE-OF-DEATH ‘\f’
BETTING ODDS

e —

ThisMonth
LIL WAYNE
Fatal depression after re

g
there’s no room left on his face
to tattoo anything else. +2:1)

Chokes to death on own grill
during com-on-the-cob mishap....4:1

Infected cold sore from creepily kissing
rapper, “Birdman,” on the lips...

Mauled to death by possums,
attracted by bling “shininess"....

| Elected mayor of New Orleans, then assassinated for
vowing to rename state“Weezy-ana”in his honor....900:1

NS
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6 EASY WAYS TO SLICCEED IN SCHOOL

| simply showing up For class can drastically
improve your grade. ThereFore always make
certain the teacher has taken attendance
and marked you present before sneaking out
the back door:

L} bon't ignore your assignments. Devote
sufficient time each night to create a valid
excuse of why you didn’t do your homework.
Keep careful records 5o you don't repeat
the same excuse.

2 organize your time. Set aside specific amounts
of time to sleep, relax, eat, watch T, play video
games, surf the web, and talk with Friends.
Any time left after that should be devoted to
school work.

5 Fyourre having trouble in class, ask questions.
For example, ask your teacher if his wife
knows about that young lady you saw him
eating dinner with the other night. Watch

: as your grades soar/

3 Writing down your goals helps you Focus on
achieving them. Be sure to write them down in
pencil because it's easier to change your goals
than to achieve them.

6 Dor't wait until the last minute fo insure you'l
qet a passing mark. Start cheating immediately.

NDS OF FUND/

Jeff Kru
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GET YOUR FINGERS ON SOME TODAY!
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£}, HIP FLOP ARTIST DEPT.

Gonsider the amazing history of hip hop music. Hundreds of top performers! Thousands of beats! Tens of thousands
of songs! And strangely, just one recurring storyline! Why? Because the career arc of rap music superstardom has a
Well-traveled groove — and let's just say it doesnt curve up at the end! For proof, check out...

the
aml

Carl Pringle is bom in a happy home, in  friendly neighborhood, to parents who love him dearly.
For the sake of his “art” he will never utter a word about this for the rest of his life.

own but not defeated, Carl moves on to his next project: with just a
camcorder, he makes a new video. In classic hip hop style, it features:
‘a naked woman wiggling her ass behind opaque glass. His grandmother is

DT ploos o, e e e e e e

arf's career gets off to  less than auspicious start
when a YouTube video of him rhyming over a sample D
of the Care Bears theme song fails to catch on. emmmm

017/451 ofd| R

WRITER: DESMOND DEVLIN



A an open mic night, Carl busts off a tongue-twisting
freestyle of 18 syllables per second, breaking the world D esperate to make it in the rap game at any cost, Carl signs a nut-
record. Sadly, halfway through the word “appendectomy,” busting contract giving away 1009 of the ownership of his masters
@ almost swallows his retainer. emm—— 2nd royalties to XX-Ploitation Records, exclusively binding him to them for
the next 40 years. Having sold his own ass into contractual bondage, it
makes it a tad ironic when Garl starts rapping about “them hoes."

imeo in the new Lil Wayne video. Unfortunately, because of

n a savvy move to build his street cred, Carl adopts the moniker
all he other guest cameos. no one is aware hes even i it e

“Yung Carl,” and is sure to mention in every interview that he was
“shot twenty times when he was 17." He s also sure not to mention
that this happened while he was playing Holo 2. exmm——

-Ploitation Records lands Carl a high-profile background l




— the [RESE ana FA T,

Yung Carl makes a video for his first single, “Snap It, Grackle It, Pop It.” Models are hired to rub against him and
pretend they'e homy. Bentleys, biing, and bubbly are allrented for the set. Carl wears a borrowed sik designer
Shirt hell never see again, while repsatedy rapping about “keeping i real.”

fer the video flops, Carl decides to switch creative gears.
Influenced by other rappers’ collaborations with sngers
T-Pain and Akon, whom scored hits by recording
vocals in a high-p e o atvokes o goes into
e efldoandlel Soplos Bhak dosanloi i el b
crotch. Not only does he fail to produce a hit, but he forever

ruins his chances to father a child. e————————

Suddenlu Yung Carlis a media sensation! The new video for “Drop It
Like It's 12" features a storm of dollar bills with Carl's face raining down
while he's wearing a sleek snakeskin suit and playing poker with a
bethnngzd ‘womans silhouette in the shiny “hallway of the future.” Despite
using so many outdted hip hop olchés, t becomes the biggast video of
the year and is o hot that MTV even shows i twice. em——

CBvl‘s third single, “Drop It Like It's 12" sells just one copy online, but
o purohess o s by il el asssants daughtar The song
an ode to prepubescent love that thymes “Hermione” with “Iuscious hiney,”
and “That's So Raven" with * complelelg shaven” soon comes to O'Rellly's
attention and he rants about it on his show. Thanks to the publicity gen-
erated by outraged Fox News viewers, sales of the single skurocket.

ln one of those moving, “passing of the torch” moments
that only rap music can provide, Ja Rule gives Carl tips
on his “flow” and on how to handle overnight success.
And Carl gives Ja Rule a valuable tip, too, for getting the
pizza to his house in under 30 minutes. exm————




iding high, Yung Carl launches a multimedia company, Microhard.

He spends the next chapter of his life developing films, launching
clothing lines, selling bottled juice, marketing video games, launching a
publishing house, endorsing Upscale watches and opening sports bars
and strip clubs. The only thing that hurts his image as the “ultimate rap

erything collapses on Carl. His albums collect dust

in discount bins. His merchandising deals are nixed.
His embittered fan base calls him a sellout. Even “Weird Al"
Yankovic starts ducking his phone Calls. emm——

mogul” s that he completely forgets to record any rap Music. emmm—

Y.lng Carl's meteoric rap career is over, but he had a phenom-
enally long run for a hip hop artist: almost ten months. While

is star was shining brightly, he made over $30 million. After his
record company, music publisher, agent, manager, lawyers and
handlers take fair shares, Carl s left with a complimentary promo
copy of his first record (minus the plastic CD case).

Can refuses to give up. While filming an ll-timed video response
to Rihannars year-old *Umbrelle" single, tragedy strikes. Carl
pales himself on a beach umbrella, which then repeatediy opens
and closes inside his sternum. “Yung" Carl Pringle was 22 years
old. Not to imply that rap music fans are fickle, but after his death

name soar to almost a hundred.

week later, Carl appears in a tribute graffiti mural of fallen
rap heroes, but his face is almost entirely blocked out by Biggle's ass.

2RAPSTAR




,@ RALL TALES DEPT.

THIS IS THE 3”° TIME YOU SKIPPED
=] MATH CLASS. IT'S TIME TO UP THE

STAKES. I'M SENTENCING YOU TO
SATURDAY SCHOOL.

PERIODS
CLOSER

TO DEATH
[EYA MEETING: ")

3

"'"'" i :‘—” llv_ < H ' v _A'

WAIT-ARE YOU TELLING ME. THAT

WHAT THEN YOU'LL
HAPPENS || OWE ME TWO || IF I SKIP THEM ALL I'LL OWE
IF1SKP Y FORTHE IST || YOU ONE BILLION, SEVENTY-THREE
SATURDAY [ ONE YOU MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-ONE
SCHOOL? [§ MISS, FOUR | | THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND

] FOR THE NEXT | | TwENTY-FOUR SATURDAY SCHOOL.

g 3 SESSIONS ?

JUST DO THE MATH! 2 TO THE 30™ POWER
EQUALS ONE BILLION, SEVENTY-THREE
MILLION, SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY-ONE
THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FOUR,
WHICH WE'D NORMALLY DIVIDE BY 52 —EXCEPT
THAT THERE ARE ONLY 30 SATURDAY SCHOOL
SESSIONS N A YEAR.

YOU MIGHT WANT TO USE
A CALCULATOR~I'LL BE
BACK TO CHECK YOUR
MATH NEXT WEEK .

WRITER AND ARTIST: TED RALL



ADVERTISEMENT

When a cataclysmic force
merges conquerors from two universes,
conflict is inevitable.
Kombat forces friends to fight,

worlds to collide and

unlikely alliances to be forged.

+ Choose your kambatant
« Utilize signature attacks
* Experience all-new fighting mechanics

« Immerse yourself in the single player made

]UU ‘;wu—l"—” * Fight in all new arenas
_\I yJ_l \J:J| * Take the battle online

TextiCINA TTON s « Developed with top writing talent

43892 ffor e




ADVERTISEMENT

ACRUME YOU KOULD
 CWEEPSTARKES WI N !

Choose your way in to win:

Text DC NATION to 43892 or
enter online at dcsweeps.com

ONE GRAND PRIZE
WINNER WILL RECEIVE:
¢ Original piece of custom comic book artwork
¢ Dne-year subscription to choice of three OC Comics titles
¢ Absolute edition of Batrman: The Long Halloween
¢ MK vs. OC Universe Kollector’s Edition videogame

‘4
,
2 o T /i » TEN 2\D PRIZE WINNERS
AN // * FIFTEEN 3RD PRIZE WINNERS %N
“ € / See official rules for 5 _\a
= ‘ \ ‘\‘\ ~ details and prize descriptions. 4 >
N 1
/ /5N
= - \
y / 3 2, *
S / y N,
| N % 4
) 4
NO PURCHASE OR PAYMENT OF ANY KIND IS NECESSARY TO ENTERORWIN 3

THIS SWEEPSTAKES. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WlNNlNG

Envant noed ot boprosentlowi, Sponsr:DC Comis 700 Bioady New or, NY 10015

MK vs.

Five
Kollectors Editon of the MK vs, DCU Vidso Game.
Fifteor

prizes: $1810.00.
or older residantof Mic

o
, LLC, Time Warmer,
affates, subsidares, o,

bogins at 12:00:01 am. PST on Ociober: 115959 p.m, PST. 2008,

. Winners:




ANGSTER'S PARADISE DEPT.

* MioNROE

2

t] N and... 1 t i
: W iAo 180

HEY, GYS,
iz

WHAT'S GONG
ON: vour A0\ proBIEMZ

BETTER
DRINK THIS BOTTLE
OF VOD/A BEFORE

WRITER: ANTHONY BARBIERI ARTIST: TOM FOWLER COLORIST: CARL PETERSON
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BACET FORA COPLE R INSURANCE CHECK OUT
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LUCKY HOUSES, \Q)\  OFIT AND REBLILD
S. o BETTER THAN NEW.
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MILLIONS OF TREES
GAVE THEIR LIVES FOR THESE BOOKS.
DON'T LET THEIR DEATHS BE IN VAIN!

Over 200 Spy Vs. Spy
strips, many in full color,
by Peter Kuper! Plus a
complete collection of rare
Spy Vs. Spy newspaper

| strips, Spy Vs. Spy Jr.

and much, much more!
Written by former MAD
Editor David Shayne.

) Virtually every

Published by

Watson-Guptill MADS

ey article! Chock full
of annotations and

ON SALE

behind-the-scenes
0 Now! memories from both
“Q\\V MAD artists and writers
L) N and Lucasfilm veterans.
RS | Written by MAD Senior
WY Editor and former Lucasfilm
lackey Jonathan Bresman.
Published by Del Rey Books.

ON SALE NOW!

Savor the final days of a failed presidency
by reading this hard-hitting satiric collection
of articles on George W. Bush — the worst
President since...well...Clinton!

WAID s
ON SALE NOW!

ey =
ONaTy
“oncuom ar ATHAN B
"0 5% GEopey L'Li’:gam

A Deluxe 2-Volume Special
Edition containing every work
Don Martin created for MAD!
over the course of 30 years!
With a foreword by The
Far Side creator Gary Larson
iy and tributes to Martin from
2 MAD’s Usual Gang of Idiots!
More than 1,000 pages — count 'em!
Published by Running Press.

ON SALE NOW!

\)\D\\lﬂ\'ﬁ
& S
2SS on

MAD and all related characters and indici are rademarks
of and © 2007 E.C. Publiations, Inc. All ights Reserved.



Really? That's
2 big decision! D
u feel you'll be missing
something rewarding from
your lfe f you give
up teaching?
»

> Kaputnik, you

We tamper with
classic Dave Berg strips,
even though nobody

asked us to —
especially not Dave!

il just
‘miss trading sex
for passing
grades!

Order one

Ican’t
promised me you help it, Doctor!
Its the pizzal
You've actually gained Ihave absolutely
weight since your no resistance
last visit!

from Domino’s —
thatll cure ya!




| fee] so out o place int

cut the mus

e R camt
ighbo )

rd
"o conform t the norm!

neighborhood! w;(h e B keeps trying to have

& 3
1 hate this Why? My husband

sex with our neighbor
and her mother!

You can see them

Trats okay,
el e e vou o ety il on our web sitel B¢ sure to

Y bored

out of my mind!

Say something to get
us out of here!

s vondertl vactin! phyicfl I ot Theah ivou
ing appointment, i tomonow and ind out which
ones you e most

“That's too bad!
like you two certainly My son took some
had a wonderful vacation! il great shots of the two
But I've got an early morning of you screwing in
appointment, so I'm afraid we #is the backseat of
\can't stay to see the rest f B - ‘your car!
___of your photos! 3 |

m‘- 8
il —.




Well, But | brought
1 appreciate money for my drinks,
the offer, sol won't need to
barkeep...

s ne bes stener
T ever et think I
ing i fove Wi it

What is
that smell?!? Oh no!
The guy behind me musta
let one rip! Now my
date’s gonna think 35
Harted!

e
imﬁi‘\m




AND A CHILD SHALL READ THEM DEPT.

The past eight years under the Bush
administration have been a smorgasbord
of scandal, lies, greed, torture, war and
improper grammar. Any sane parent
would want to shield their children from
the ugly events that have unfolded,
(especially if they voted for Bush). At

the very least, however, children need a
sense of history to prevent such disasters
from happening again. But how do you
present this dark history in such a way
that it doesn’t turn kids suicidal? Simple.
If you filter it through kiddie lit, even the
debacle that was the Bush presidency
becomes appropriate for all ages!

Here’s MAD’s guide to...

WRITER: DAVID SHAYNE ARTIST: GARY HALLGREN




The Taking Tree
by Smell Silverstein

Once there was a tree.
and she loved

alitle boy

named George.

“free.” George said one day.
“were going 10 Wr.
So1 need money.
Tot of money.”
e s
said the T
o' you climb b
hx:yhcs and take some apvle
. se for mones s
ow ey il
and you wi

o George climbed the tree.

And shook the apples.
P
([ \g' ..\\v

~ /i

il he shook out $500 billion »mnh of apples.
fars are expensive!” said the

“Once the Iraqis start pumping oil, the war will
pay for itself.

And T can give you your apples back.”

S0 the Tree was happy.

—




4“1}2@”"‘4\ (V2R S

‘@

Alittle later, George came back
“Tree,” he said: |
“We've got cnemy combatants.” |
said George.

“And we need to employ

enhanced interrogation
techniques.”

only have branches,”said he |

A

Tree.

“Yes, and your branches would
make excellent waterboards,”
said George

So George got (o work with his
chainsaw. |
o hod had alotof practce |
cing wood on is vacatons \

in Crawford

And the Tree was happy-

George came
5 back agais
‘Come, Geor o
. Gearge. Come c s
the Tree sid ome climb my trunk,” My ank would makE
“Tree, there’s said the Tre ine coffins,”
e, there's no e for tha,” i the Toe. ns,
e B0 dead sl " George said. corge cut down the Tree's
eed to make coffins, xR trunk,
And even though she w:
ol e she was sd forall e dead
's happy.

George came back again.
“Tums out we were wrong 2o
paying for the war.” he sa
1 am sorry.” said the Tree-
“You took my apples:
You took my branches.
You took my trunk
1 have nothing left 10 give.
Al tha's left s a stump.”
“That's okay.” said George.

ut the Tragi oil




The Little Engine
That Couldng't .

ind first aid supplies. baby

ind water, food a
s — overything a

d even portable trailer

FEMA was full of ice a
formula and clothes an

. The little train sat on the tracks, ringing
disaster victim could ever want.

{le train, filled with all kinds of

Ding-dong, ding-don:
A, and she was owned by

her bell, She was a happy it
useful goodies, Her name was FEM.
a man named George.

-

LS

FEMA needed
. an engineer, s

Browni . 50 George

Browie i he thought e coud do e dovy nained
can. T think T can. 1 think I can Brownie said, “T

One day, New
., New Orleans fo
e L
by Huricane Katsina. “Oh please, Browne,  going 10 be it
elp us evacuate?” they cried. fon’t you drive




— Ry

So George asked Brownie if he could drive the train and
help them evacuate. Brownie said, “I think I can. I think 1
can. 1 think T can.”

George then asked Brownie
situation and distribute sy
can. I think I can, I think Ii

if he could take

control of th
plies. By 7 e
Plics. Brownie said, “I think [

It was right around this time that George said, “Heck of a
job, Brownie. Heck of a job. Brownie. Heck of a job,

But Brownie didn’t know how to drive the train, in fact he’d
never ever driven a train atall. When Brownie finally made
it to New Orleans, it was too late! The city was destroyed.
It was a disaster. Even the ice had melted.

But Brownie didn’t bri
couldn’t distribute ther
actually geting worse.

ing nearly enough suppli

igh suppli
m quickly enough, Things we.
People were dying R

And that’s when New Orleans learned that thinking you can
do something and actually being able to do it are two very
different things.




Failing Up AR,
by Smell Silverstein

FAILING UP

When I screw up
Or make a mess
It has no effect
©On my success.
1just get more
The worse I do.

Don't you wish
Life’s like that for YOU?

THE 2000 ELECTION

When your popular vote comes up a little short
It nice to get an assist from the Supreme Court.

1S OUR CHILDREN LEARNING?

At Andover Prep, there was no time for reading —
George was too busy with his cheerleading,

And all he could do in class was fail

But still, his dad got him into Yale,

While at that school, he did not work at all.

He just got drunk and played baseball,

And that's pretty much how his young life was spent
And somehow this jerk became President?

RUNAWA V

& DEF/CIT

S

30



THE LOWLIGHTS (GACK!)

The 9-11 attack

The War in Iraq

Sending soldiers into battle
With no armor for flak.
The Patriot Act

Detainees on the rack

Not having the balls

To give Rumsfeld the sack

No diplomatic tact

The economy out of whack

A pretzel got stuck

In his intestinal tract

Ignoring scientific fact

= The country on the wrong track

iaah - And still we re-elected this hack?
& o We must be on crack!

Little Georgie never went to "Nam to serve
He hid down in 'Bama, safe in the Reserve,
£nd you don't need to be a genius to correctly
observe

That it takes a heck of a lot of nerve
For him to send kids to Iraq with such verve,

BYE-BYE

Falingup
Then falling

After eight long, long years
George, get the hell out of town.
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WHAT’S QUICKLY HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS

BECOMING MAD FOLD-IN

THE HOTTEST There’s plenty of hip places for teenagers to hang
DESTINATION FOR out these days. There is, however, one in particular
9 that is the mother of all hangouts. To find out what

MANY TEENAGERS? location always delivers, fold page in as shown.

FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS!
FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT <] FOLD BACK SO THAT “A” MEETS “B”

Abercrombie & Fitch claire’s
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AMERICAN EAGLE

THE TEENAGER’S MAJOR PASSION IS PURSUIT OF
MATERIALISTIC THINGS. BUT SOME FIND OPPORTUNITY
IN ANOTHER PURSUIT WITH A STARTLING REWARD

D> WRITER AND ARTIST: AL JAFFEE a
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ause Zeus

?

ihee pee, Bt i vastheany chanc we had,
s went into training. But fust

v et g

1o deahagin he coml e, Apparenly

e didn't love Abner as much as 1 thou

SoPaand came up wih a new pan Since o
H

gathering
Just kept on running.
s days e Zus il showed up
Ee sl bt of fape o hn bt a0 i
of ener, Wets gussinghe gave Abmer
proper burial off n the v
s et rain e

Buying i we decied o ductape i &

¢ much lighter he'd be
e B

Then P sa a
dead ol we e g we coud probaly
il Heck,with enough

masy st pow hotse, Once i whle,
e el pany e o i bt e
v e ol oy e o

theids orcush thm up aganst S the comal

e sae e o un el business?

e o e e T

None ofus ebeed

zes ool it
suwehadme!armmefunmlpmlvmm the. no pen g0t H ot

when we took Abner out ofthe Hefty

fence.

Slamming us into the corral fence.

e “pony” rides. g and e i up 0 1 bk s mochan et o gt rce ehdule and e for
e B by people who were tying o keep good folk ke Zous loved Abner,he didn twohappy | the ankyo
! id champ
Inthe town where [ grew up,there were two | R T e N R
11l never forget the summer we almost lost Bl s oo ks

funeral homes. One was Gilmore's, which was
tn iy one. They hd al sorfHighluti

the farm. Pa, Abner and me wer thinking
how we could get some money when Zeus When the racestarted, we cut the ropes and

ik, brtherof bne Nov Ters et out
there and win some races. '

itwas probably

features ke a sidewalk and a sign tha it up at
sightan lnked A e g bt nurul itered over and tric d me Zeus took of ke lightning, | never imagined

 Thatwas ours. Weran | againat th coml e, Ho wasabaysdong Zeuscould gttt 1 s a tenmirace | And e s e ent wmn)rsmesmcp\«msc

that But throug amp fo two years running. And though
righ thing and save decent folk money: Do metl never stopped at the finish lin and got the
ly fait was coming. of the way. fine,
buried? Pa didn't think of Just the
Il top We shoulda used more tape. There was o | about dead people winning horse races.
5

— Cooter Smiff age 23
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November|04:22pm]

Today there was an oral pop quz 2nd 1 ind offogek o do any of th reaing M Davi went around th foom, asing excof u
answer & question. My aieston was, "Lst thre { differed from

Davis that the answer rea iy deperided on how o dafned o ‘sovernment” and partamentary. ? and that whie
e peop bt sy i A st ey At o a pariamentary & ers would say that it's not very different at
o o e oo TRy Al aaia o
Subjective. Then 1 sat down.

Mr, Davis asked me to stay after class. I was sure he was going to tell me that I'd gotten an F on the quiz. But instead, he said that
I should consider Joining the school's de b, because my ability to talk for a solid minute without actually saying anything was.
really impressive. He said it was a real gift to talk and talk without knowing anything. Plus, he said, it might help me on my college
application, after 1 flunk Civics. And then he laughed.

Mr. Davis has a weird sense of humor sometimes.

10 Noverber|10:03pm 0 er|06:41pm]

floping around on cabl tonght, and | caught
g

pt trying to tell her that 1 wasn't really sure about joining, but she
st kep tlking lke 0 slreadly agreeq to b on th team, and by the

time I eft her lassroom, she'd already had me sign an enfry form for
the tourmarment. Tt was weird — m she totally ignored what
oA ot KeBr o tiking Ui ted.

1 think its a pretty 531 s ke o 9

| understandable mistake. | Aw, crap. 1 just figured out why Mrs. Winter's in charge of the debate club,

(12 November|05:30pm: 19 November|03:19pm)

Today was my first day in debate club. It started
a litle rough — we had a practice debate, and Mrs.

Winter said, "Resolved: America should switch to a | Well, I've been on the debate team a week

x." S0 I said, "OK." And then there was ; and 1 think I'm actually getting pretty.
awkward pause, and then she said, "Um, you're good at It I practiced today with Chuck,
supposed to debate that." And I Why? It

already been resolved." And she said,

she sad, o, serousy, stop k.
it And she sai

»
AQUAMAN SyB-MARIA

oo i e B
ot like either of them is the cool one.) LAMER ALSO LAN

1 thought I v tcmwgmnH(w(H but apparently,
that's not how debates work.

20 November|08:53pm

/<
The big debate tournament's tomorrow, and I gotta say, I'm looking forward to it, If only because once it's over, maybe my friend
Chuck will stop making jokes about me being a "master debater.” It kind of stopped being funny after the first hundred times,

21 November|05:26pm:

Today was the debate tournamen. I got there It early, and spent some time talking o the captain of o o the other ea

I Her name’s Beth, and she ook ke anly hotte, It oms out we agree on a o of Sttt
(We both like Frefy, we both want to own el . and we both wan to punch in the face). So 1 was a little
nervous when the tourfament began, and f urmed odt 1 ws debating againet her. And 1 got even more ervous when they amnounced

the topic, which was "Resoived: We must take Imme
Studying that i science cass, 40 1 knéw ot about It

top ¢ 10," because we just finished a whole month of

But then Beth whispered, "Good luck — whichever of us wins, I still wan to hang out," and passed me her phone number
1 realy wanted to Impress her so L argued 22 hard a 1 could about how bad global warming i, and how Important i i to reverse i,
and about, like, polar ice caps an all that kind of stuff. After I finished, Mrs. Winter said I'd done a really goo

7 cinky Wby e 15 ke Clobal Varine T Shc o s st a4 6 S BRI Mg lotel arne
The OTHER SIDE was supposed to make the argument for it. I guess they explained that right around when Beth gave me her number
and I was so distracted that I missed it

Anywiay, we lost the debate — one of the judges told me it was the first time he'd ever awarded someone negative points. When 1
talked to Beth afterward, she seemed really disappointed in me. Then she sent one of her friends over to ask for her number back.
Afterware, Hrs. Winter asked me to eave the feam She aid a1 Just iven the mos
ever. I said that that was debatable. And she said, "No. It sn

humiliating performance by any debater;




