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SCHOOL OF HARD MOCKS

1 got rejected yesterday from Stanford University, and its your fault

1 have perfect grades, great standardized test scores, and credentials
through the roof. I was shocked that I was not accepted. Then | remem-
bered that in my application 1 listed MAD magazine as a publication that
Ienjoy. I'm positive that mistake is the reason [ didn't get in. Thanks for
ruining my future.

Liz Clark, Pittsburgh, PA

Come fo the Clark Side — We felt so bad about your rejection that we called up
the admissions office at Stanford to find out what went wrong. You'll be happy
o know that it had nothing to do with MAD. They simply felt that you were

under-qualified and completely unexceptional. Turns out they never even ()

read the part about what magazines you read because they stopped
Iooking at your application almost immediately! What a relief for us!

1o

Best of luck getting info a trade schooll —Ed.

THE BIG EASEL <8

I started reading MAD magazine back in the mid.sixties and afer reading
arecent issue, I discovered that my taste in humor has obviously not
matured in the past 40 years. As an amateur artist I decided to try my
hand at sculpting, and since MAD had such a strong influence on me in
‘my formative years, I thought it only fitting to make my first sculpture of
the MAD mascot, Alfred E. Neuman. I'm sending you a hand-painted
copy in the hopes that it will ador the walls of your headquarters and
serve as an inspiration to the MAD personnel for generations to come,
or you can just use it as a doorstop.

Chris DeMattia, Croton on Hudson, NY

Hit or Chris — Doorstop it is! If we could make a suggestion, the next ime you
fry your hand af sculpting, try using BOTH hands instead! —Ed.

CHRIS AND HIS ALFRED HEAD

MAD CELEBRITY SNAPS

My dad got my family and I tickets and meet-and-greets
to the American Idol tour in Atlantic City. I thought it would
be perfect to ask the American Idol for a MAD Celebrity.
Snap. He was a bit confused — I don't think he knew what
exactly | was getting the picture for. But he was very
nice about it. MAD is the best there is and I am amazed
how you've made fresh material for over 50 years.

Sam Share-Raab, Newtown, PA

Enter Sam-man — We know exactly how American Idol winner
David Cook feels. We, oo, are a bit confused — by his success!

But we're being very nice about f. We're sure his career will
skyrocket to the same level as Ruben Studdard! —Ed.

A CONFUSED

THE FIGHTER SIDE OF

Please stop publishing rewritten, colored editions of
“The Lighter Side.” You are destroying the comedy of
Dave Berg and many childhood memories I have of
laughing at the strip. Your new versions are not funny
and are catering to the idiots that are America’s youth
today. Let our memories of Dave and his comic genius
not be ruined by you and your gang of idiots

Rob Scibett, Staten Island, NY

Scibetti and Meatballs — Did you grow p on Staten Island?
1f 50, we would think you'd want to destroy as many childhood
memories as possible! And don't forget to wave o the Fresh
Kills Dump as you drive by itl —Ed.
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MAD’s 2-QUESTION INTERVIEWS

It's time for an exciting and astoni g collection of MAD's 2-Question Interviews, in which
some of today’s hottest stars and biggest newsmakers sit down for probing and in-depth chats!

MAD QUESTION ONE: MAD QUESTION ONE:
Would you mind two idiotic What's the #1 question that
questions from MAD? your fans ask you the most?
BRIAN WILLIAMS: Oh! Spy JOHN MADDEN: That would
vs. Spy and all that? Long time 2l have to be, “Who's going to
reader, first time caller. win the Superbowl?”

MAD QUESTION TWO: Thanks! MAD QUESTION ONE:

Now that the interview is over, Oh. Do you know a litle

how do you think it went? something about football?
BRIAN WILLIAMS: Very well JOHN MADDEN: [Silence] Yes.
ool dagpedinhe idde THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's
THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW!

the, § § 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW! o i
MAD QUESTION ONE: Are you
MAD QUESTION ONE: Sorry

Chris Matthews of Hardball?
to interrupt, Mr. Nader, but do TS

you have a moment between d
presidential campaigns for a brief MAD QUESTION TWO:
interview with MAD magazine? Would you indulge us b

le of softball
RALPH NADER: What, me worry? e s
| was in MAD magazine in 1965. e Mg

MAD QUESTION TWO: Well, R AvIEws:

o % MAD? Sure.
we like to report on important
people such as yourself every THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's
to0 50 years, so may we ask 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW!
a couple of questions?
RALPH NADER: All right. MAD QUESTION ONE:
THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD’s Are you familiar with MAD?
2-QUESTION INTERVIEW! ROBERT F. KENNEDY Jr.
Yes. It was my favorite
MAD QUESTION ONE: fleassus gonng b
For journalistic accuracy, MAD QUESTION TWO:
can you please tell us the Excellent! Then how about
correct pronunciation of giving us a minute for two.
your first name stupid questions?
OWN SEASON 2 PART 1 ON DVD CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR: ROBERT F. KENNEDY Jr.: No! Hahaha!
Kris-tea-awn. THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's
MAD QUESTION TWO: 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW!

%Mdc)g[j /0 And your last name?
CHRISTIANE AMANPOUR:
-mon-poor.

MAD QUESTION ONE:
You're retired from the New
York Giants now, aren't you?
8 TIKI BARBER: That is correct.
MAD QUESTION TWO:
Good. So you're all flabby

THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's
2-QUESTION INTERVIEW!

Anime Insider’s MAD QUESTION ONE:

“Best O’ The Best” for 2008 Have you heard the one now and can't beat us to a
where Yao Ming, Michael pulp for asking two dumb
Phelps and George Bush questions?
Best Dub & Best Series On TV walk into a bar? TIKI BARBER: Hahaha. I'm stil in pretty good shape,
BOB COSTAS: | have not. but | prefer to kill people with kindness these.
™ But | have a feeling I'm days. | smile and disarm them. Speaking of which.
Qﬁ.;fg’;oﬂ ﬁnnﬁg\ﬂnﬁl”‘m SR 2 [smills ear to ear]...t’s a pleasure to meet you.
MAD QUESTION TWO: Too bad. We were hop- THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's
ing you could tell us. Maybe you know the one. 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW!
where they're stuck on a deserted island?
BOB COSTAS: Hahahaha. No, but that sounds like OUR GUARANTEE:
& 9cod cnastoo: MAD'S 2-QUESTION INTERVIEWS ARE
THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING IN MAD's GENUINE AND PRESENTED VERBATIM!
N oo 2-QUESTION INTERVIEW! PHOTOS AND INTERVIEWS: IC ARKOFE

oy ::.‘.L-...m-‘ﬁ-”"-m_.. T
Ry
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IN CLOD WE TRUST

Today at church I accidentally did something horrible! After church
choir rehearsal, | went to the sanctuary to dip my hand in the baptismal
and do the Father/Son/Holy Ghost thing my minister talks about. I set
my MAD down, thinking that anything like MAD should never go in a
sanctuary. Then, I dipped my hand in the Holy Water and did the Father/
Son/Holy Ghost thing. While I was walking out of the sanctuary, my
hand wasn't entirely dry. I picked up my MAD and I accidentally got Holy
Water on it. Therefore making MAD holy! I don't know how I made such
ablasphemy holy, but I do know that the Lord does work in strange ways
Lee Cleaveland, Troy, MI

General Lee — Ifs a miracle! Specificall, that you didn't get third-degree bums
from MAD bursting info flames affer the Holy Water fouched iti Can we get a
Hallelujah?! —Ed.

REVENGE OF THE WORDS

My English teacher recently assigned us an extra credit assignment. She gave us

the choice between writing a letter to a magazine (and getting it published), or finding
10 vocabulary words in our reading books. Being an avid MAD reader, I thought it
was an obvious choice. I figured that I could kill two birds with one stone; get my letter
published in MAD and find 10 vocabulary words in my reading book (MAD magazine).
So, here are the words...abhor, benevolent, capricious, despicable, effrontery, fallacy,
gregarious, histrionics, iconoclast and jocular. Who knows what they mean? And
thankks for helping me rack up the points in English

Daniel Doft, San Diego, CA

Doft-Core Pomography — Happy to helpt Oddly enough, every one of those words could be
used to describe MAD writer Barry Liebmann. So histrionict —Ed.

READER ALERT

Those lucky enough to have
their missives printed on this
month's Letters Page will
receive a pair of Stewie
slippers courtesy of our
friends at Twentieth
Century Fox Licensing and
Merchandising. For more
information please visit
www.foxshop.com. For
those of you who weren't
s0 lucky, don't try to
destroy the world,
they're on sale now!
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#3 INn A SERIES

C/q;l important message from MAD’s

Director of Business & Development,

JEFFREY
LOZENGE

In troubling times such as ours — and by “ours” I mean

yours and mine, not someone else’s, which would be their

troubling times, not ours — people — and by ‘people”
1 mean us, not those others who aren’t us but them —
well, I'm sure you know what I'm getting at.

MAD — and by “MAD” I mean MAD

— is a magazine whose time is and
continues to be. It defines who we are
and where we've been and where we
are hoping to go if we can only find

the money and get some time off. No
reasonable person would argue with that.

And so it’s with that in mind — and by
“that” I mean this, which is what I am
about to say: I don’t wear a green suit

with a question mark because I look attrac-
tive in it. I wear it it because I must. A man
must do what a man must do. And so must a
woman. We are all one in nature’s garden.

Giwven all this, subscribing to MAD makes
perfect sense. To you and me. Us.

Subscribe to MAD now!
6 issues for only $14 .99 (Cheap!)
Visit www.madmag.com

or call 1-800-4 MAD MAG
G e G Y
o Si Tt ot o I M F er Time

US. and Canada Orders Only!
Outside UsS. (including Canada) add $6 (includes GST tax).

Key Code: AQ9FIL



ITHE FUNDALINI PAGES

BITTERMAN

Dad? It's

Ever since | was a kid, you've
always crapped on whatever I did.
You treat me like garbage.

Or when [ got that
office job after school.

Or when I got divorced
and lost everything

‘We need to talk, old What the hell
man. Im sick of the are you talking
way you treat me. about?

That's what I'm talking about D Or when I got stood
Even when I got straight As up for the prom
back in grade school. in high school

Loser.

Despite all that, I want you to know.
maybe it the booze talking...but I'm ready
o forgive you — and I love you, Dad
T

ﬁ




OBSERVATION DRECK DEPT.

Can you find the @idiotic
changes we've made to this magazine cover?
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Hurm. So. Edward
Branfiake was the
Funnyman! Here's his
super-suit. Always
thought he'd look better
in floral patterns, though.
Something in a lilac knit!
Hold it. Stop. Focus.

But who would Kill
Funnyman? He had no
F enemies. Except many
within the government!
And overseas! And
everyone who ever knew
him! Hurm. Going to
need bigger notebook!

Found your beans,

Daniell Six cans.
Didn't think you'd
mind. Also, left
a little present
in microwave.
Just don't trust

I still can't
-| believe the
Kl Funnyman's dead!
I can remember
back when we
both met him for
the first timel

Yes, you and mel
Together inside

Until you ended
our partnership!
Always
wondered why.

It had a lot
to do with
sharing a
cramped,

airtight space

with someone:
who likes
eating beans!

T

maen ~m
‘E’ A war with the Soviets could imperil our planet!

Worse, it could break all my mirrors!

As The World's Smartest Man™, my analysis
shows that a full-scale attack would severely
damage Bleidt Industries’ holdings, cause
adip in Bleidt share trading, slow production
of my Amoral Bleidt line of action toys and
suppositories, and erode our 4Q profit margin!

Jon, what's happened to the two of us? We
used to be passionate about each other!

(@3] But now you spend all your time on science

experiments! Like the endless study you've
been doing on the recalibration of thermal
entropy. What does that even mean?
> -

o

It was unnecessary
to warn me about
Funnyman's murder,
Wackjob. | can see the

That tool | have past, present and future

think you really
sneaked in just to

them listed

Sorry, but
there's absolutely
no big squid in
this moviel And
the fan geeks
online are still
posting furiously
about it!

simultaneously. Also,
right after it happened,
; L

get a free peek at |8
the Botchmen's
resident
sex symboll
7

got Twittered!

Jon's been so focused on his work! He's inventing|
an energy source large enough to power a critical
plot device for a $150 million film! It's like he
doesn't see me as a warm, vibrant, sensuous
woman anymore. Anyway, platonic pal
should we order ice cream for dessert?

7 o T




The late Funnyman left us with 50 many memories. So many You watched my pregnant Eh. Whatever. In
horrible, revolting memories. The Convenient Wheel of Vietnamese girifriend slash Pj] theenditwas
Flashbacks spins round and round. Will it be Funnyman's war my face with a broken bottle after B still a healthier
crimes? His Gestapo tactics during a street riot? His obnoxious | abandoned her! You watched me relationship than
pyromania? No more betting, because the Wheel of Flashbacks' 4 shoot her in the gut! You're drifting '—; Heidi and
has stopped. Stopped on a particularly nasty bit of violence! out of touch with humanity. Doc! Spencer’s!

I've heard of the Blue Man Group, but this is| And the Number One reason why [ This interview
disgusting! How could you think this would B Dr. Meatdanglin’ has been revealed [ is over! Leave
be erotic for me? This relationship is over! as a contagious menace who gives i me alone!

his loved ones fatal doses of cancer This whole
is...why should he be the only one planet can

walking around with glowing lumps? [ go to helll sketch?
o - a
k ? o< 7
f =
LY

Ah, that Mars atmospherel The methane gas
filled with tiny particles of grit and microbes
always helps me clear my head! | had to leave ic lilEhareNEhs Gocdloews s b
i?::yms ‘vx:‘g\e";h’:;:‘:h;;i 's':rig::sfr‘r‘f“ f| workman's comp package DOES cover having your physical
et = e ripped apart tom and disintegrated!
Kind of like Alan Colmes at FOX News! (bg) LA T O M el




Excuse me, Mr.
Ozcargrouchius.
1 need you

I'm The Smartest Man
in the World™, and
a situation like this
tosign'this @ calls for a meticulous,
voucher for sensible, intellectual

afake response...YAH YAH!
assassination
attempt!

You're the second superhero I've
ever made love with! Although | once
went to third base with Mr. Fantasticl
But even he wasn't s soft and mushy
as youl You're like one of those
mega-event comic book series!
Nothing actually happens!

This s Says the person doing
a rescue, all her spin-kicks in

Wackjobl So [~ super slow motion!

hurry up! We [ One Mississippi. Two
don't have Mississippi. Three
time for this! 7| Mississippi... OUCHI
4
o

We got you,
Wackjob! And now
‘that you've been
captured, it's my
Job to evaluate
you with a series of its gel
psychiatric tests.
Will you cooperate?

It's not that we aren't
grateful for the way you two
heroes saved our lives. But
could you please close your
owl-curtains? Nobody wants
to see your undulating,
middle-aged butt cheeks
through the window!

I've changed my mind about humanity!
I now realize that you are a unique thermo-
dynamic miracie, in all ways! See how
Mars' lesser gravity affects the pooling
of your puke? Whenever you sneeze, billions
of irreproducible droplets fly out of your
Kind nose. And don't get me
started on the wondrous magic of diarrheal

I see five squirming rats, all
devouring one another, while
having intercoursel The biggest rat
has my father’s face burned onto

itals! In the lower right
corner | see Jesus Christ coming
to Kill them all with a machine gun!

Er...that's very
Interestingl But
the inkblot cards

are still inside
that envelopel

You're looking at a (8
photograph of my

wife and daughter!

Now that's what | call a reboot! | knew
you had it in you! Listen to your huffing
and puffing and heavy breathing! Is it
my sexy naked body? Or do you have
that old “super” feeling again?

Hhhuurk! It's...gackl Neither!
It's smoke inhalation!

4| Bleeeaghhh! You can see the future. You [
knew what you'd dol But you brought
me to Mars, just to tell me you're
bringing me back to Earth! So what
was the point of going to Mars at all?

Frequent flyer miles! If |
don't use ‘em, | lose ‘em! [/




Information. Now! Give me He once shattered my No! God, not No f'n way! An energy explosion? This TOTALLY changes
wrong response, | break your collarbone even after This shouldn’t be @l the dramatic deus ex machina from the original graphic
wrist. Helpful response, | only 'd told him every- happening! We novel! If there are message boards in Heaven, th
break your finger! And if you thing. Just because don't deserve this! s00n be hearing the ultimate rant from meeeeee.

get ten right answers, we move 1 didn’t phrase my —~ g

on to the exciting lightning [ confession in the form 1

round! Squeal? Or no squeal? of a question! >

Success! | blew up == Why do What | did was necessary!
New York, Moscow, y 1 destroyed 5% of the world.
Beijing, London, b to me as its smartest | | in order to save the other 95%!
Paris, Tokyo, and termite! And in case [ Say. would you mind shrinking?
Indianapolis! | know you're interested, 1 could probably deal with the
that last one makes Ir of the world the world's smartest | staggering consequence of my
blames the to my termite is currently §J heinous moral compromise a bit
i i i fl  ashow runner better if | didn’t have to stare up

helll | just can't stand inspire people to
P i for NBC's Heroes! at your dangling blue junk!
7

eyton Manning! behave BETTER?

'l never remain quiet, so Most of the Botchmen are
N go ahead. Kill me! If ' dead! We can Kiss a sequel

| must pay the ultimate goodbyel But | wonder...why

price for my principles, didn’t Dr. Meatdanglin’ just

50 be it! When the world [ymer—zzr=s make exact copies of himself iti out why | needed

finds out, they will honor . for every country and put an would never to throw Funnyman [eam
my sacrifice. In death, i end to war brinksmanship? believe!

history will vindicate me! y
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(B A SMALL-BOX EPIDEMIC DEPT.

&: What are my opfions?

A: You can either stay with your analog TV, which will become
a huge paperveight; buy  digital TV buy a converter box;
or stop watching TV altogether. They all work,

&: | read that DVRs can pause and rewind
Doesn’t that violate the whole space:
es, 50 read the manual very carefully

Q: | bought a digital TV years ago, so | don’t have
fo worry about the 2009 transition. In your faces!
A: Well, that's not a question, but point well faken

Q: While setting up DIRECTV, I got an error message saying that
the smart card is being canceled because it was reported
as lost or stolen. Should | take the whole unit back fo the &
alley where | bought it, or risk selling it on eBay? E
: We recommend donating it o charit, or gefting rid of it by other, more

anonymous means
@: February 2009 seems a really convenient date il

for the switchover. Is this part of Barack Obomu s
secret plan to make America a Muslim naf

A: No, not as far as we know, but it Is, you will be able o se
the whole thing play out in stunning, crystal-clear resolution.

WRITER:JEFF KRUSE



BERG'S-EYE ASKEW DE!

e DARKER SIDE o

THE ” 5
We tamper with
classic Dave Berg strips,

even though nobody
e ey [l oo asked us to —

ol e especially not Dave!

; But they're

think my kids stillpissed that |
would be happier lost them in last
to see me. & month’s game.

T ceaning up the casserole
| dropped this moming whic

eling o Jedke e |

7 ing class, you

o pers o dm e O
domg thes things o ocel s
"oy | cam't meet you fo hanchl

g e300
ahing 1 80 o e phonet )|

I'm talking
to you, filing my
nails AND cleaning
wnn 't believe the time | up the dump | took
save by doing three on the floor!

things at once!




. \.

| N\ ¥
'm piloting 1L/ Okay, honey —
this boat! I'll be just be careful!
back in half Mommy loves you
= an hour! very much!
& A I
Fe

LAST ONE IN THE POOL LA SIONEY
1S A ROTTEN EGGIIL -
e

1was =
inthe pool o _\J "

=5 \ earlier — to take




71 don't know. Oh, what
deep enough & - now?!?
dive.

and | can't feel my
stupid legs!




From JP CitiChaseWaCapitalMu Bank, Inc.
To: The American People

As you know, the government recently advanced us $350 billion in bailout money. Here
at JP CitiChaseWaCapitalMu Bank, Inc. we understand that you, the taxpayer, want to know
where your hard-earned tax money is going. And, in return, we ask you to understand that it
is in our interest to withhold this information.

You may wonder: Is the money being spent on corporate bonuses? Lavish junkets? Or to
acquire other banks? We could answer these questions, but that would take time away from
our current “crisis mission” of working out corporate bonuses, planning lavish junkets and
acquiring more banks.

Then there’s the mistaken notion that there is no process in place to make sure that
we use the bailout money wisely. Rest assured that we have assembled a team of banking
experts, with years of experience in sub-prime loans, derivatives and other highly leveraged
financial instruments, to work tirelessly to find ways to spend the bailout money. Who better
to steer us out of this catastrophic mess than the very same financial wizards that got us
into it?

So where is the money? Without being too specific, let us just unequivocally state:
Some of the money is here, some of it is there, and we’ll be moving it around in the future
to give the impression that we're doing something that benefits you.

Finally, we applaud the Federal Government for taking quick action with no strings
attached and not treating us like those blue collar losers in Detroit.

God bless America.

Jamie Dimon

Chairman

PS: Good news! While you were reading this important message, the name of the bank has
changed again! We're now JP CitiChaseWaCapitalMu Bank of America, Inc.

'WRITER: DICK DEBARTOLO
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HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS
FOLD-IN

What can you do when some flake poses a moronic query to you?
Sure, you can shoot them an icy glance, or give them the cold shoulder
— but other than that, you really just have to weather their idiocy.

FOLD PAGE OVER LEFT
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WAY TO STOP?

NO, |
LIE PRONE
ON IT!
YES,

I'LL TURN
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